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LETTER FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Dear Members and Friends, 

WHEN PLANTS GO EXTINCT, THEY RARELY MAKE NEWS. The loss of animal species 

makes big headlines, yet many more species of plants have disappeared from Earth. At 

least 571 species of seed-bearing plants around the world are 

known to have gone extinct in the last 250 years – more than 

twice the number of birds, mammals and amphibians that 

have gone extinct. 

Sadly, the true amount of plant extinction is likely to be 

much higher since scientists only list species they have 

studied and recorded. Of the more than 300,000 known 

species of plants, scientists have evaluated only 12,914 and 

found that about 68% of them are threatened with extinction. 

Where plants are most threatened and where most plant 

extinctions occur is in isolated geographic areas such as 

islands, or in areas with rich biodiversity with numerous and unique species found 

nowhere else on the planet, such as the tropics and areas with a Mediterranean climate. 

Species survival matters because all organisms live in an ecological community in which 

they are intricately connected. The foundation of these communities lies with plants on 

which millions of other species depend, humans included, and permanently losing any of 

these can lead to a whole cascade of extinctions in other organisms.

Lotusland is one of many partners in the international scientific community engaged 

in the critical work of conserving endangered species of plants from around the world 

and saving some of Earth’s most threatened from extinction. Lotusland is one of a small 

number of botanic gardens in the entire world to hold some of the rarest species of 

cycads and is most likely the only public garden to have produced seed of one of the 

rarest cycads of all — the Encephalartos heenanii, now considered extinct in its habitat in 

South Africa — with the goal to repatriate these plants back into their home.

These are not the only plants Lotusland is saving. We are protecting rare cacti from the 

Galapagos Islands, rare palms from Chile, and many vulnerable and threatened plants 

from other Mediterranean regions of the world. Lotusland is a life raft for some of the 

scarcest and most precious plants on earth. 

To fuel Lotusland’s vital and urgent conservation work, we have established the 

Conservation Fund, dedicated solely to our plant conservation activities. Lotusland’s role 

in species survival has become increasingly important, and donor investments in the 

Fund help us save plants on which all life on Earth depends. 

Gwen L. Stauffer 

Chief Executive Officer

695 Ashley Road
Santa Barbara, California 93108 

805.969.3767 • www.lotusland.org
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MISSION 

We preserve and enhance the unique, historic estate of Madame Ganna Walska, 

care for and improve its collections, and develop its conservation and horticulture 

programs, so they educate us, inspire us, and advance our understanding and 

appreciation of the importance of plants in our lives and in the life of the planet.
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LOTUSLAND WELCOMES 

New Trustee

RACHAEL DOUGLAS is a Montecito based real estate agent, 

specializing in unique and architecturally significant properties, 

including equestrian. Originally from Illinois, she spent most of 

her life in Telluride, Colorado, where she was a menswear buyer 

and later became a real estate broker. Her first visit to Ganna 

Walska Lotusland was upon joining the Santa Barbara Newcomers 

in 2006. She was so moved by her initial visit to Lotusland that 

she made it a goal to become a docent. Nine years later she 

completed the docent training and has since been leading VIP and 

private tours. Rachael’s enthusiasm regarding the history and the 

evolution of the property starting with Tanglewood to our present 

beloved Lotusland is palpable as she guides her groups. 

She currently sits on the Board of the Berkshire Hathaway Charitable 

Foundation, and is a supporter of the Music Academy of the West 

and Direct Relief International. Rachael is proud to be a member 

of the Lotus Society and adopted a lantern as a way to honor her 

grandfather and invest in the Japanese Garden Renovation. Rachael 

resides in Montecito with her Affenpinscher, Lulu. 
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BOTANIC GARDENS ACROSS THE WORLD play a leading role 

in plant conservation and, with over 500 million visitors a year, 

are in a unique position to sound the siren for safeguarding 

the planet’s flora. Conservation is not only vital for the sake 

of plants but for all life on the planet, especially us – humans 

cannot survive without plants. We depend on them for food 

with just over 100 different plants providing more than 90% of 

the calories that we consume. More than 60% of the people on 

the planet depend directly on plants for medicine. Plants supply 

material for clothing and shelter, and bring beauty, wellness and 

inspiration into our lives. 

Plants underpin entire ecosystems and the loss of a single 

species can begin the domino effect of ecosystem deterioration. 

Plants help regulate the atmosphere by producing oxygen 

while removing carbon dioxide, control erosion and protect 

watersheds. Plants are the green glue of the Earth. Yet, threats to 

plants are many  — from climate change and habitat destruction, 

degradation and fragmentation, to over-exploitation and 

competition from invasive species. One single invasive plant, 

yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), invades 12 million 

acres in California alone. 

Earth’s biodiversity is not distributed equally across the globe 

but concentrated in areas called biodiversity hot spots. Thirty-

four hot spots, covering only 2.5% of Earth’s surface, have 

particularly high densities of many different species and many 

endemic plants that are found nowhere else. These areas are 

of special conservation concern because they are especially 

vulnerable to disturbance and deterioration. Many plants in 

Lotusland’s collections are native to these biodiversity hotspots, 

requiring us to take on an increasingly critical role in plant 

conservation, and collaborate with many global partners in the 

fight against plant extinctions.

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

is a crucially important conservation organization that monitors 

the status of Earth’s biodiversity from ecosystems to species, and 

helps botanic gardens determine their conservation priorities. 

The IUCN produces the Red List - a global assessment of the levels 

of threat for Earth’s plants and animals, ranked from extinct (EX) 

when a species is no longer existing in the wild or in captivity, to 

least concern (LC) when a species is widespread and abundant. 

The Encephalartos woodii cycad, of which there are three in 

Lotusland’s collection, are red listed as Extinct in the Wild 

(EW). Only one individual clump of this species of South 

African cycad was ever found in the wild. Seven offsets and four 

branches (comprising the entire plant) were collected between 

1903 and 1916. All E. woodii in the world’s collections come 

from vegetative propagation of this one plant. 

Plants listed as Critically Endangered (CR) are at risk of 

extinction in the immediate future. Encephalartos whitelockii, 

a species in our cycad collection, was moved from Vulnerable 

(VU) status directly to CR because of a hydroelectric dam 

project in its habitat in Uganda.

Plant Conservation
A LOTUSLAND PRIORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY

by Paul Mills

Chilean Wine Palm at  

Sycamore Canyon Gate
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Echinocactus grusonii (golden barrel cactus) represented on our 

main drive, was considered CR due to more than a century of 

over collecting and a 90% decline in the only known population 

because of a hydroelectric project in Mexico. When a second 

population was discovered in the wild, the species’ status was 

downgraded to Endangered (EN), at risk of extinction in the 

near future. 

Plants listed as Vulnerable (VU) are at risk of extinction in 

medium-term future. Jubaea chilensis (Chilean wine palm), 

featured prominently in the Aloe Garden, once numbered in 

the millions in central Chile, but were cleared for agriculture 

and over harvested for its sweet sap so that only about 120,000 

trees remain in protected areas. 

Many plants in Lotusland’s collections are threatened with 

extinction, with at least four South African cycads believed 

to be extinct in the wild. More than 40% of species in our 

cycad collection are threatened with extinction – 19 critically 

endangered, 22 endangered, and 36 vulnerable. 

Generally, botanic gardens are involved in two methods of 

plant conservation that complement each other. In situ plant 

conservation means “on site” and involves protection of ecosystems 

and/or target species within an ecosystem. Almost 15% of Earth’s 

land is in protected areas but inadequate management is limiting 

their effectiveness. Ex situ conservation means “off site” and is 

a large part of what botanic gardens — and Lotusland — do by 

maintaining living collections, seed banks and pollen banks. Ex 

situ collections provide protective custody for genetic resources 

and play a vital role in reintroduction and restoration projects. 

Altogether, botanic gardens hold more than 30% of known plant 

species and 90% of known plant families in their ex situ living 

collections, of which 40% are known to be threatened. 

The Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species 

(CITES), signed in 1973 and put in effect in 1975, is an extremely 

important treaty designed to ensure that no species of wild flora 

(or fauna) is subjected to unsustainable exploitation because 

of international trade. All cycads, cacti, orchids, euphorbias 

and aloes are listed on CITES. Lotusland is registered with the 

CITES as a scientific institution and has a CITES permit for 

the scientific exchange of plant material between international 

conservation partners.  

Botanic gardens have established stronger networks to more 

easily share information between institutions. Botanic Gardens 

Conservation International (BGCI) was founded in 1987 

to link botanic gardens in a cooperating global network for 

effective plant conservation, and provide technical guidance, 

data and support to over 800 institutional members in more 

than 100 countries. BGCI developed the Global Strategy for 

Plant Conservation and the International Agenda for Botanic 

Gardens in Conservation - both aiming to halt the loss of plant 

diversity and to aid in the development of individual botanic 

gardens’ roles in plant conservation. Lotusland is a member of 

BGCI’s specialized cycad conservation group. 

In the 1990s, the American Public Gardens Association (APGA) 

formed the Plant Collections Network of botanical gardens 

and arboreta to coordinate a continent-wide approach to plant 

germplasm preservation, and to promote high standards of plant 

collections management. Lotusland’s cycad collection is part of 

an accredited multi-site collection whose member institutions 

collaborate on cycad conservation initiatives.

Around every corner at Lotusland there are plants that are 

threatened with extinction. Thanks to generous donations to our 

new Conservation Fund at this year’s Lotusland Celebrates gala, 

we can now expand our efforts on a number of conservation 

initiatives. Most especially, the fund allows us to begin work 

with colleagues in South Africa on a species survival plan 

for the enigmatic Encephalartos heenanii, a cycad that is now 

believed to be extinct in the wild, and to establish an E. heenanii 

assurance colony right here at Lotusland.   

 Golden Barrel Cactus

E. whitelockii E. heenanii
More than 40% of species in our cycad 
collection are threatened with extinction
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Horticultural Happenings

CACTUS BED RENOVATION  

ON THE MAIN DRIVE   

SARAH SIEBACH 

Sustainable Plant 

Healthcare Intern
THIS PAST SUMMER 

I’ve had the pleasure of 

participating in Lotusland’s 

Sustainable Plant Healthcare  

internship. I browsed many 

public garden internships 

over the past few years 

and found this one to be 

unique. The opportunity to work and learn alongside 

Plant Healthcare Coordinator and guru Corey Welles and 

the other terrific horticulturalists in a garden focused on 

the improvement and integration of natural ecological 

systems has been educational, engaging and inspiring. 

The renovation of the new Japanese Garden was an 

opportunity to see many aspects of this approach in 

action. I saw how vital it is to be diligent up front to 

ensure new plantings get a strong start and that the 

most critical component to having healthy plants above 

ground is having healthy soils below. The opportunity 

to help monitor beds for good soil structure, moisture 

content, and plant stress reiterated the importance of 

follow-up with newly established plantings.

Healthy gardens include wildlife (some more desirable 

than others). The insectary plantings are beautiful 

pollinator classrooms, and it was fun to learn to trap 

rodents and other critters that begin to overstep their 

bounds. I saw how the use of predatory insects can help 

rein in harmful pests and injecting the soil with beneficial 

microbes boosts soil ecosystems. I was impressed 

with the compost tea fertility regimen adapted to the 

diversity of each garden’s particular needs. The concept 

of sustainable plant care is not just a nice idea, but a 

fundamental principle I witnessed daily being applied to 

the majority of decisions made in the gardens. 

Other internship highlights have included visiting 

nearby nurseries and private collections. I’ve found field-

trips are one of the most eye-opening and impactful 

activities for interns. It’s been terrific to be able to live 

on site and explore the native vegetation of the beautiful 

Santa Barbara coast and foothills beyond the Garden.

My gratitude goes to Mr. Arthur Gaudi and the John 

Percival and Mary C. Jefferson Endowment Fund—thank 

you for investing in us and Lotusland!  — Sarah Siebach

 

LOTUSLAND’S PLANT COLLECTIONS ARE VERY DIVERSE, so the 

soil in each garden must be suitable for specific growing needs of 

the plants. During Madame’s time, cacti were planted along the 

Main Drive among olive trees, and as the trees grew the sun loving 

cacti were lost in shade. The olives were removed, and the stumps 

left and covered with soil. Years later, the stumps were removed 

to prevent armillaria root rot in the cacti collection and the soil 

was replaced with a variety of soil mixtures to test suitability for 

growing cacti. The information gained from this experiment was 

used to develop the Cactus Garden soil mix we now use. This year, 

we determined that the cacti beds along the Main Drive should 

be renovated to make the soil uniform throughout the collection. 

Luckily, the former Lotusland cactus/aloe gardener, Alejandro 

Chavez, was available to spearhead the project. Small and medium 

cacti and decorative rocks were removed, leaving large specimen 

plants in place. After the soil was replaced, the cacti and decorative 

rocks were replanted in their original locations. Staff also moved 

cacti that were over crowded to open spaces in the bed in front of 

the pavilion. — Tyler Diehl

 

ZERO ASIAN CITRUS PSYLLID   

IN THE SUMMER 2017 NEWSLETTER Corey Welles, Plant Health 

Care Coordinator reported on Lotusland’s preventative measures 

to control the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP), a citrus tree pest that 

can carry the lethal disease, huanglongbing (HLB). Recently 

the California state monitoring agent reported that "the last two 

monitoring sessions at Lotusland had zero ACP detections.” She 

further added that, "I was so surprised to see none. You never 

get that around here," particularly since Lotusland is surrounded 

by infested private orchards. We are proud of this proof that our 

sustainable programs are highly effective. 
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WHEN MADAME GANNA WALSKA BOUGHT LOTUSLAND IN 1941, the pond that 

would later become the centerpiece of the Japanese Garden already had sacred 

lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) well established. These plants likely dated to Ralph 

Kinton Stevens’ time in the late 1800s, when he initially excavated the pond as a 

reservoir for water for his ever expanding nursery and orchards. His introduction 

of lotus is said to have eventually filled the pond. Stevens’ lotus are no longer with 

us but the lotus plants that are now surrounding the new Lotus Viewing Deck in 

the Japanese Garden have an interesting history. 

Located in the historic center of the city, Echo Park in Los Angeles has long been 

known for its expansive display of lotus, once being described as the largest lotus 

planting in the nation and celebrated with an annual lotus festival. The lotus in 

the Echo Park Lake are believed to have been imported from China in the 1920s 

and are thought to be the pure species, Nelumbo nucifera, as opposed to one of 

the thousands of cultivars and hybrids that exist. Eight decades later, in 2005, the 

famed lotus were beginning to decline and were completely gone by 2008. Many 

experts were brought in to consult on the possible causes of the disappearance of 

the lotus, including Virginia Hayes, a renowned expert on Nelumbo and previous 

Curator of the Living Collections at Lotusland. A number of theories of possible 

causes were proposed, including polluted water entering the lake from storm 

runoff to decimation by grazing turtles. Ultimately, they decided that the best 

solution was to renovate the pond and re-establish the lotus. 

Enter Randy McDonald, a noted horticulturist and water plant expert who in 2005 

had “liberated” a few tubers of the original lotus in Echo Park Lake. After growing 

the plant for years and sharing it with other nurseries, such as Southwest Aquatics 

in central California, he had enough plant material to sell back to the city of Los 

Angeles to re-populate the lake.

Our lotus plants on display in the Japanese Garden are from this original plant 

from Echo Park, acquired from Southwest Aquatics. The soft pink and cream 

colored flowers make this the ideal lotus for the Japanese Garden – understated, 

yet magnificent.  — Paul Mills

COLLECTION NEWS  

Lotusland’s  
Namesake Plant in  
the Japanese Garden    

Lotusland  

Conservation Fund 

to Protect Plants 

from Extinction

LOTUSLAND IS FREQUENTLY CITED 

as one of the world’s most beautiful 

and unique botanic gardens. Still, 

most visitors are not aware of the 

critical work taking place behind the 

scenes to protect threatened and 

endangered species from around 

the world. Over our quarter century 

as a public garden, we have firmly 

established a strong international 

presence in the global scientific 

conservation community — and our 

role in species survival has become 

increasingly important.  

At this year’s Lotusland Celebrates 

gala, guests were invited to help 

launch a new Conservation Fund to 

advance and accelerate this critical 

work. Please join us in supporting 

Lotusland’s vital conservation work 

to save some of the Earth’s rarest 

and most special plants.

For more information, or to make a 

gift to strengthen our Conservation 

Fund and help grow our international 

conservation collaborations and 

enable the international exchange 

of plants for their repatriation, 

please contact Rebecca Anderson, 

Executive Director of Philanthropy at 

805.969.3767, ext. 104.

Your investment will help us expand 

Lotusland’s nursery and purchase 

new equipment to support the 

development of critical assurance 

colonies on which the success of our 

work will depend.

Thank you for your generous support 

of Lotusland.
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WELCOME 

New Staff
WE WELCOME NIKKI 

EVANS, the Education 

Outreach Coordinator. 

Nikki assists with all 

educational activities, 

including the Fourth 

Grade Outreach 

Program. Nikki is a 

native of Illinois where she received her PhD in 

Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences 

at the University of Illinois, Urbana Champagne. 

After relocating to Santa Barbara with her husband, 

who accepted a position at the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Nikki worked at the 

Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation as the 

Museum Manager for Casa de la Guerra, where 

she developed and provided interpretive programs 

for children and adults, as well as supervised 

operations for the house museum. Nikki is a 

Certified California Naturalist and brings much 

experience with volunteers, beginning with her 

position with AmeriCorps in the Montana State 

Parks, where she developed and managed their 

volunteer program. Since moving to Santa Barbara, 

Nikki has enjoyed the area's hiking trails and 

natural beauty, and is excited to join the team at 

Lotusland in her new role. 

ANNAMARIE VON 

HAUNALTER is our new 

Membership Associate. 

She is a recent graduate 

of Westmont College, 

where she majored in 

Business and minored 

in Art History. She was 

first introduced to Lotusland when she took a 

tour with her art history class, and she fell in love 

with work that is done to preserve and conserve 

the history of Ganna Walska and her garden. 

AnnaMarie loves that her job includes being able to 

discuss this incredible garden with Members. She 

recently got married and enjoys drinking coffee and 

completing puzzles with her husband. AnnaMarie 

loves mystery novels, and you can often find her 

reading in the Lower Bromeliad Garden, her favorite 

garden at Lotusland. 

LOTUSLAND’S ARCHIVES 

Fact or Fiction: Ganna Walska 

didn’t like flowers?
A small notebook was recently 

found in the archival collection 

concerning Madame Ganna 

Walska’s gardens at her country 

house outside of Versailles. 

Dated 1938 and divided into 

seasons and months, the 

notations concerning what and 

when to plant are in Madame’s 

hand. It lists numerous types 

of flowers with which she 

landscaped her extensive 

property located 30 miles from 

Paris. Surrounding the 17th century Chateau de Galluis, with its small 

forest of ancient trees and shady woodland paths, were orchards, 

vegetable gardens and… flowers. Along with the Roseriae and formal 

parterre near the pool, there were fountains, planters and beds full 

of iris and crocus. Scattered throughout the property and around the 

outbuildings and grotto were lilacs, daffodils, hyacinths, forsythia, 

petunias, violets, lupines, buttercups, and dahlias. The young son of 

a close neighbor recalls fields of red and white tulips in honor of the 

colors of the Polish national flag. Black and white photographs show 

the beauty of this property but cannot convey the brilliant effect of 

color that these select floral plantings created. 

With the advent of World War II, Ganna Walska returned to America 

and soon afterward purchased the Cuesta Linda estate, investing 

her considerable energy, creativity and substantial funds into what 

would become Lotusland. Realizing the arid nature of the property 

and caring for what already existed from previous owners, Madame 

Walska saw the potential of creating garden rooms and landscapes 

that fit her vision, but also the climate of California. 

While visitors will find some evidence of Ganna Walska’s selection 

of floral plantings in today’s garden, most of the early plantings 

no longer exist, but photographs, invoices and bills reveal quite an 

assortment of flowers being planted around the estate during the early 

days of her residency.

Vines of honeysuckle, passionflower, cup of gold and bougainvillea 

lined the walls of the house and various cottages. The patios were filled 

with orchids and fuchsias, and calla lilies were planted by the water 

garden pool and also underneath the old oak trees. Dahlias, Iceland 

poppies, and hollyhocks were purchased and grown. The location of 

the insectary garden was once Madame Walska’s flower garden. Her 

niece remembers being allowed to cut flowers for herself and for special 

events hosted by her aunt at Lotusland. — Rose Thomas

Early flowerbed at Lotusland
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ON JULY 27 sponsors and friends of Lotusland gathered for Lotusland Celebrates, the one-

of-a-kind smashingly successful annual gala, which debuted in 1995 and continues to be 

the premier summer fundraising event in Santa Barbara. 

This year’s theme, Memoirs of a Garden, was an elaborate celebration of the reopening of 

Madame Walska’s iconic Japanese Garden. Italian fashion house ETRO was the premier 

partner, and many ETRO-attired guests, including Gwen Stauffer CEO, top sponsor 

Evelina Pivavarava, and celebrities January Jones and Camilla Belle were clad in ETRO’s 

signature colorful prints. 

Led by Chairs Setenay Osman, Nati Smith, Lotusland Trustee Belle Hahn, and Vice-Chairs 

Oz Arconian and Winnie Dunbar, the Lotusland Celebrates Event Committee conceived of an 

elegant and whimsical vision where the 500 guests were transported on a journey to Japan 

with lively entertainment and an elegant seated dinner on the Great Lawn. 

The Squire Foundation enhanced the garden walk by supporting breathtaking classical 

Japanese dance in the Japanese Garden, thrilling Taiko Drummers on the Great Lawn, giant 

origami folding and operatic selections from Madame Butterfly in the Insectary Garden. 

The Garden also featured an exhibition of Bonsai presented by the Santa Barbara Bonsai 

Club, a string quartet in the Dracaena Circle (dressed by designer Heidi Merrick) and 

1,000 paper cranes embellishing the Lemon Arbor.

Guests enjoyed a specialty cocktail by The Glass House, plus local wines donated by 

Babcock, Margerum and Brander wineries and a delicious Japanese-inspired dinner menu 

by duo catering & events. During the seated dinner, Grammy award-winning Yukiko 

Matsuyama performed on the ancient 7th century koto. 

The evening continued with a rousing live auction led by renowned auctioneer August 

O. Uribe, Head of the Impressionist and Modern Art Department at Sotheby’s. The 

crescendo took place when Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree, a top sponsor of the event, raised her 

paddle for top dollar to host the first private dinner party in the newly renovated Japanese 

Garden. The phenomenal results of our Auction Co-Chairs David M. Jones and Suzanne 

Mathews was an overwhelming success.

Trustee and landscape designer Joseph Marek kept the momentum going and raised 

more than $50,000 for Lotusland’s new Conservation Fund, supporting rare and 

endangered plant conservation around the world. 

Special thanks to all sponsors, entertainers, underwriters, supporters and attendees for 

your generosity and commitment to supporting the year-round conservation, care and 

operations during one spectacular summer evening. 

LOTUSLAND CELEBRATES 

Memoirs of a Garden

EVENT COMMITTEE

Event Chairs: Belle Hahn, Setenay 

Osman, Nati Smith. Vice-Chairs: 

Oz Arconian, Winnie Dunbar. Event 

Committee: Sarah-Bina, Krista Blake, 

Carolyn Fitzgerald, Jennie Grube, 

Jeannette Hahn, Fran Kirchmair, 

Analise Kjensrud, Amanda Lee, 

Shari Liu, Marni Margerum, Suzanne 

Mathews, Kristan O’Donnell, Connie 

Pearcy, Evelina Pivavarava, Eileen 

Rasmussen, Valerie Rice, Heather 

Rosenfield, Angela Scott, Daryl Stegall, 

Cate Stoll, Kim Thomas, Caroline 

R. Thompson, Crystal Wyatt and 

Yasmine Zodeh.

Evelina Pivavarava, with Chairs Setenay 

Osman, Nati Smith, Belle Hahn

Vice-Chairs Oz Arconian,  

Winnie Dunbar
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PREMIERE PARTNER
ETRO 

PRINCIPLE PARTNERS
Bella Vista Deigns

Blueprint Studios

C Magazine

COS BAR

duo catering & events

MILIEU 

PREFERRED PARTNERS
Babcock Winery

Cabana Home

Margerum Wine Company

Heidi Merrick

Santa Barbara Magazine

The Squire Foundation

Town & Country Event Rentals 

HASU | LOTUS SPONSORS
Evelina Pivavarava

TEIEN | GARDEN SPONSORS
Connie & John Pearcy

Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree

MEPURU | MAPLE SPONSORS
Heather James Fine Art

Michael MacElhenny & David Wine 

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews, Lucifer Lighting  

Eileen & Alex Rasmussen

Stephen Schaible & Daron Builta 

Christopher J. Toomey

Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin

BURIJJI | BRIDGE SPONSORS
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Simon

Anne Smith Towbes

Belle Hahn

TAKI | WATERFALL SPONSORS
ACT: Arcadia Studio | Comstock Landscape 

Architecture

Laura & Mark Bacon

Cabana Home

Pat & Ron Caird

Lousie & Timothy Casey

Kim & Geoff Crane and  

Laurie Bentson & William Kauth

Winnie & Hod Dunbar and  

Oz & Alex Arconian

Carolyn & Andrew Fitzgerald

Dorothy & John Gardner and  

Alexandra & Charles Morse

Diana Katsenes

Richard Kelly & Candyce Eoff

Mimi Michaelis

Mosher Foundation

Poppy Marche

Nati & Michael Smith  

and Natalie & Will Meredith

Cate & Matthew Stoll

Yasmine & Sam Zodeh

HANA | BLOSSOM SPONSORS
Andrade Law Offices

Mary Lou Ardohain 

Lynn & Christopher Brown 

Connie & Nigel Buxton

Rachael Douglas

Sintija & Harry Felder 

Bob Fuladi & Nissy Mahmoud 

Suzanne & Richard Kayne

Sandra Krause & William Fitzgerald 

Susan & Robert Lieff

Maison K 

Stacey & Harry McMullan,  

Switchboard Productions

Mitchell E. Opalski

Setenay & David Osman

Pamela & Jon Shields

Susanne & Gary Tobey 

DONORS
Ann Jackson Family Foundation 

Marcela Caceres

Kathy & Jim Lingle

The LLWW Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Locker

Judd & Katherine Malkin  

& the Malkin Family

Raun L. Thorp & M. Brian Tichenor 

Elena Urschel

Ms. Diana Wold Marszalek  

& Mr. Donald Marszalek 

Zegar Family Fund

IN-KIND DONORS
The Brander Vineyard

Draughtsmen Aleworks

The Glass House

Global Eye Art Collective

The Kopu Water Company

KOR Shots

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews

Paul Lato Wines

Nati & Michael Smith 

Sol Wave Water

EVENT UNDERWRITERS
Daniel Bifano & Allan Brostrom

Winnie & Hod Dunbar

Janet K. Green, Landscape Architect

The Little One Foundation

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews, Lucifer Lighting 

AUCTION WINNERS
Laura & Mark Bacon,  

in honor of Hania Tallmadge  

Ginni Dreier

Belle Hahn

Lily Hahn

Lars Oliver Hypko & Mary Ta

Judy & David M. Jones  

Lucifer Lighting

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews

Connie & John Pearcy

Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree

Randall Von Wolfswinkel

AUCTION DONORS
Belmond El Encanto

Blueprint Designs

Chateau Hanare

David Downton

Craig Dykers

The Lowell Hotel

Alexandra & Charles Morse

Irene Neuwirth

Garry Scott-Irvine & Bréon Rydell 

Stephen Shea

John & Laurie Tilson

CONSERVATION FUND DONORS
Mr. Xorin Balbes & Mr. Truman Davies 

Rachel & Mark Barbagelata, Thalia Jewelry 

James Barker

Krista & Tom Blake 

Pat & Ron Caird 

Jeff Chemnick & Satie Airamé, Ph.D. 

Cheryl Dunkin 

Bob Fuladi & Nissy Mahmoud 

Mary Elizabeth Gore

Donald Gregg 

Kalie & Andrew Grubb 

Marilyn & Steve Gutsche 

in honor of Diane Katsenes

Mike Healy & Tim Walsh  

in honor of Eileen & Alex Rasmussen

James & Chana Jackson   

Luci & Rich Janssen 

Ms. Jacquelyn Klein-Brown  

& Dr. Michael Trambert  

in honor of Eileen & Alex Rasmussen

Jenny & Zack Kramer  

Donald La Vigne & Calgary Avansino 

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews

Mimi Michaelis

Mitchell E. Opalski

Patagonia Inc.

Connie & John Pearcy

Lorie & Michael Porter

Dr. Richard Ross

Nick & Zahra Salisbury

Ali & Brad Singer

Jennifer Urdan 

in honor of Stephen Schaible & Daron Builta

Terry Valeski 

in honor of Pam Valeski

Nancy & Tony Wall

Colleen & Kevin West   

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Woolley 

in honor of Connie & John Pearcy

Gail & Robert Young

John Ziegler

LOTUSLAND CELEBRATES 

Memoirs of a Garden

Photos by: Christy Guitzeit & Stephanie Keenan
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John Gardner and Trustee Dorothy Gardner

Ashley Hollister, Executive Director  

of the Squire Foundation

John Pearcy and Trustee and Immediate Past 

President Connie Pearcy

Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree and David Lacy Monique Lhuiller and Camilla Belle

Michael MacElhenny, CEO Gwen Stauffer and 

David Wine 

John Bernantz and Trustee Joseph Marek

Trustee Suzanne Matthews  

and Brie Katz, ETRO Trustee David M. Jones and Judy Jones

Lifetime Honorary Trustee Robert Emmons and 

Christine Emmons Heather and Jim Rosenfield

Landscape Archi-

tects Japanese 

Garden Renovation, 

Paul Comstock and 

Derrik Eichelberger 11LOTUSLAND.ORG



THANK YOU TO OUR

GARDEN LOVER  

MEMBERS 

CHAMPION

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews

VISIONARY

Ted Friedel & Coleen Richardson Friedel

STEWARD

Patricia & Larry Durham

Linda & Fred Gluck

Mercedes Millington & Jack Mithun

Connie & John Pearcy

Patty & Michael Rosenfeld

Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin

GUARDIAN

Tania & John Burke

Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Constance

Sophie & Derek Craighead

Mr. Arthur R. Gaudi

Cyndee Howard & Lesley Cunningham

Kim L. Hunter & Paulo P. Lima, Ph.D.

Susan & Robert Lieff

Carole MacElhenny

Dennis McGowan & Rudie van Brussel

Lady Leslie Ridley-Tree

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Uwé Rollé

Jeffrey Romano & Stan Shayer

Jay & Talia Roston

Stephen P. Schaible & Daron S. Builta

Mrs. Judy Shea

Mrs. Anitra P. Sheen

Jill Taylor & Ray Link

Susanne & Gary Tobey

Mr. Christopher J. Toomey

Nita & Henk van der Werff

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS 

Give a green and long-lasting present
This holiday give a heartfelt gift that lasts for the entire year — a Lotusland 

Membership. With the purchase of a new gift membership, you will introduce 

your family and friends to the awe and wonder of Lotusland, including the 

newly renovated Japanese Garden. Only Members receive the exclusive 

benefit of self-guided tours of the Garden. If you start your family or friends 

at a beginning level membership, they can upgrade their membership level 

anytime to add more robust benefits. Members enjoy early-bird event 

discounts, savings at nearly 20 garden and nursery shops and free admission 

to Lotusland when the garden is open! To give a gift membership simply call 

or go online. Lotusland will send the gift membership packet to your friend or 

family member. 

AS AN ADDED BONUS, purchase a new gift membership  

by November 30 and we will send your recipient a 2020 Lotusland  

Wall Calendar.

Lotusland gift memberships are packaged and beautifully wrapped (see 

photo). It’s easy to have this perfect gift boxed and ready to give to your 

special someone with a certificate inside with instructions on how to activate 

the membership. Gift memberships are available for Individual ($95), 

Dual ($155), Family ($175) or Friend ($295) levels. To order, please call 

805.969.3767, ext. 115, or visit our online store at LotuslandShop.org. Order 

early to allow for a timely U.S. Mail delivery. 

Membership Renewal Appreciation Gift
Renew your Membership and receive a special gift from Lotusland as a token of our 

appreciation. When you renew, you will receive an invitation coupon to be mailed for 

a free one-year subscription to either Better Homes & Gardens or Martha Stewart Living.
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CULTIVATING JUNIOR BOTANISTS

Fourth Grade Outreach 
LOTUSLAND’S FOURTH GRADE OUTREACH Program serves 

over 2,350 children in 100 classrooms from over 40 schools 

across Santa Barbara County. The program is a partnership with 

each school, provided at no cost. This program, which is funded 

by a generous donor, integrates the California fourth grade 

curriculum for plant sciences improving each student’s STEAM 

(science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) 

comprehension. Learning is achieved through a sensory 

experience in the garden that contains over 3,500 species of 

plants, a visual presentation in the classroom, and a hands-on 

project.

The program emphasizes the interrelationships of the natural 

world, including plants, animals and humans. The program 

stresses the critical role plants play in sustaining life on Earth 

and our part in their conservation. Students learn the life cycle 

of a plant and how oxygen, carbon dioxide, plants, animals, 

humans and our shared habitats are all bound together and how 

plant adaptation is critical for plant survival. The hands-on field 

study increases the retention of topics and learning objectives. 

Specially trained docents lead the Garden tours. Bonnie Blakley, 

an Outreach docent states, “It’s great to teach the kids to 

care about plant life. I feel that doing Outreach tours is really 

contributing to our community by teaching children to respect 

and appreciate plants and the environment.”

If you are interested in learning more about becoming an 

Outreach docent at Lotusland, please contact Education 

Outreach Coordinator Nikki Evans at nevans@lotusland.org. 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

Peggy Koegler
PEGGY KOEGLER has been a volunteer at Lotusland for 

about one and a half years. She helps in the Garden Shop, 

assists our Communications Director Bob Craig with 

proofreading, helps with events including our annual plant 

auction, and serves as a docent. She even helped at the 

reception desk so the staff could participate in our annual 

Staff Wellness Day. Peggy is always willing to help wherever 

we need her and she does it with a beautiful smile. 

Peggy became acquainted with Lotusland when she 

worked at San Marcos Growers. She had the pleasure of 

meeting Virginia Hayes, the previous Curator of the Living 

Collections at Lotusland. She then had the opportunity 

to tour Lotusland with the California Association of 

Nurserymen where her romance with Lotusland began. 

Peggy is passionate about the plants, and she resonates with 

our mission to educate, preserve, and share the collections. 

She loves that we share our knowledge about sustainable 

gardens with other botanic gardens.

Her favorite thing to do at Lotusland is looking up at the 

trees, appreciating their beauty and grandeur. She also 

appreciates the historical value of Lotusland. She states, 

“Everyone here has so much passion for what they do, and 

it shows. I feel privileged to be a part of such a wonderful 

place with such an important mission. I feel very lucky 

to be a part of Lotusland, and I feel very valued as a 

volunteer.” 

We certainly do appreciate Peggy, as well as all of our other 

volunteers at Lotusland. We could not operate without 

them. 

If you are interested in volunteering at Lotusland, we 

have several opportunities to offer depending upon your 

interests. Please contact Volunteer Coordinator Kitty 

Thomassin at kthomassin@lotusland.org. 

Photo: Diane Jeffers
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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE the 

completion of the Restoring Body & Spirit Renovation and 

Endowment Campaign. Gifts and pledges total more than $9 

million.

With the incredible community support of hundreds of donors, 

including community members, corporations, volunteers, 

staff and docents, we are pleased to announce our fundraising 

success topping $9 million, and with it the completion of the 

Restoring Body & Spirit Campaign to renovate and endow the 

Japanese Garden. 

Dr. Kendall Brown, historian, curator and author of several 

books, including: Quiet Beauty: The Japanese Gardens of North 

America, proclaimed, “Lotusland's Japanese Garden restoration 

is a triumph. It honors the spirit and legacy of the original 

Garden, enhances its natural character, and creates a space 

resonant in wonder. The Garden compels visitors to explore, to 

pause, and to be calm.”

Restoring the Garden to heighten the healing benefits of nature 

was a particular goal of Lotusland’s as part of the renovation 

and was made possible by the Manitou Fund and trustee Nora 

McNeely Hurley in memory of Ann Sasaki. This leadership 

gift helped to complete the capital portion of the campaign — 

enabling the renovation of key features including the rebuilding 

of the Waterfall, and the creation of a new Lotus Viewing 

Deck, all of which are critical features of the garden. The 

balance of the Manitou Fund gift supports the Japanese Garden 

“ I fell in love with Lotusland 
upon arrival. I was inspired by 
Madame Ganna Walska and 
the creativity and diversity of 
the garden for which she had 
such romantic and passionate 
vision. Our family respects 
and values nature and those 
who tend and cultivate 
gardens. It is a privilege and 
honor to support this world 
class treasure which graces our 
community.”  

JAPANESE GARDEN RENOVATION 

Campaign Complete: Restoring Body & Spirit 

Endowment Fund which is dedicated solely to the perpetual 

care of the Japanese Garden, ensuring that the revived Japanese 

Garden continues to provide future generations with a natural 

environment for tranquil, meditative and inspiring experiences.

Lotusland celebrates Nora’s direction of a transformative gift 

from her family’s foundation the Manitou Fund to help complete 

the Restoring Body & Spirit Japanese Garden renovation and 

endowment campaign.  

“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow” is a favorite quote 

of Nora’s by Audrey Hepburn that she feels recognizes the 

importance of caring for the Garden into perpetuity to insure 

today’s and future generations of visitors a tranquil, meditative, 

and inspiring encounter with nature.

“  I have experienced firsthand the incredible 
benefits to one’s physical, spiritual and mental 
well-being from time spent in a garden and 
believe in the rejuvenating and enriching 
properties, peacefulness and clarity gardens 
bring to all who seek the company of nature.”  

–Nora McNeely Hurley
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Gifts for the Garden

GANNA WALSKA LOTUSLAND is a non-profit organization 

sustained solely by the generosity of members and friends. 

Each year at this time, Lotusland appeals to you to help 

sustain and grow this exquisite garden. 

Lotusland relies on private donations to keep the Garden 

open to the public and to secure this extraordinary legacy 

as a treasured community resource and wonderful outdoor 

classroom. 

Gifts for the Garden support year-round garden 

operations, plant displays and collections, engaging 

educational and community outreach programs for 

children and adults and conservation work to protect 

endangered plants across the globe. 

YOUR GIFT HELPS TO :

GROW Lotusland’s living collections and stunning 

botanical displays.

PRESERVE and protect endangered plant species through 

Lotusland’s conservation work.

CONNECT children and adults with the natural world 

through dynamic and engaging educational programs and 

mission driven exhibitions.

Donations are eligible for a charitable  

income tax deduction. Make a gift online 

Lotusland.org/giftsforthegarden. Thank you!

Sponsorship 

Opportunities
WHEN YOU SUPPORT LOTUSLAND 

THROUGH SPONSORSHIP, you are 

aligning your brand with a revered 

Santa Barbara cultural institution that 

boasts an impressive international 

reputation. Sponsorships offer you 

an opportunity to make a charitable 

gift while also gaining recognition 

for your business, both inside the 

garden and throughout our community 

via Lotusland’s marketing and 

communications channels. 

In-kind and cash sponsorship 

opportunities exist at a variety of 

levels, with generous benefits available 

to corporate partners. Sponsor 

packages are curated to meet the 

specific marketing needs of each 

individual sponsor, maximizing your 

investment.

 

Visit our website for more information, 

or contact Rebecca Anderson via email 

randerson@lotusland.org, or by phone 

at 805.969.3767, ext. 104.
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Saturday, November 16 • 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Natural Dyeing Workshop

LEARN HOW TO DYE SILK SCARVES with plant-based dyes! Join 

Lotusland’s Assistant Curator, Anna Bower, for a lesson in dyeing with 

loquat (Eriobotrya japonica) from Lotusland and woad (Isatis tinctoria). 

Learn resist techniques for making patterns in fabric and receive a 

mini-lesson in dye extraction from plants along with instructions for 

basic natural dyeing. All materials are included in the workshop fee 

and participants will leave with two naturally dyed silk scarves of 

their own design. This event is limited to 12 participants. Tickets are 

$140 for Members and $160 for non-members.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, October 5 • 1:30 to 5:30 PM    

Exceptional Plants: Lotusland Auction & Sale   

ATTEND LOTUSLAND’S 8TH ANNUAL spectacular plant lovers' event. This 

is a most unique and enjoyable day on the Great Lawn featuring more than 

200 rare and specimen plants for sale. Proceeds from the event care for and 

support Lotusland’s botanical collection. Tickets are $85 for Members and 

$105 for non-members. Come for the plants, stay for the party! Buy tickets 

online or call 805.969.9990 for reservations. 

Thursday, October 17 or Friday, October 18 

9:30 to 11:30 AM 

Succulent Wreath Making Workshop 

MAKE YOUR OWN LIVING WREATH! This workshop leads you through the steps 

needed to build a beautiful living succulent wreath that can be used year-round. All 

necessary materials to construct one 14-inch wreath are included. This member-

only event is limited to 15 adults. Members may bring a guest. Tickets are $85 for 

Members; $105 for Members’ guests. Call 805.969.9990 for reservations.

Friday, November 29 • 1:00 to 4:00 PM 

Members’ Holiday in the Garden  

ENJOY THE GARDEN in the glory of autumn with a docent or on a self-guided tour. 

Afterward, purchase exclusive Lotusland gifts and treasures in the Garden Shop. 

Member admission is free and their guests are $25, children 3-17 are $12.50 and 

under 3 are free (as long as everyone arrives in one car). Friend level and Garden 

Lover members may use their guest admissions. Space is limited. Please call 

805.969.9990 for reservations.
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THE LOTUS SOCIETY
NEW MEMBERS 

Rachael Elizabeth Douglas in honor of William 
& Alexandra Daugherty

Katherine Murray-Morse in honor of Mary 
Flanders Murray

Leslie S. Thomas

Sherman & Julie Vincent

GRANTS AND  

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
GENERAL OPERATING SUPPORT

William E. Weiss Foundation, Inc.

WWW Foundation

GENERAL EDUCATION FUND

Anonymous

VISITOR CENTER  

ACCESSIBILITY FUND

Alice Tweed Tuohy Foundation

SANTA BARBARA CITY  

COLLEGE HORTICULTURE 

WORK EXPERIENCE

WWW Foundation

MATCHING GIFTS PROGRAM

IBM Corporation Matching Grants Program 

directed by Philip Pollastrino

The Walt Disney Company Foundation 

directed by Julie Bush

JAPANESE GARDEN 

RENOVATION 
Christine Allen & Gerald Jacobs 
Riley & Susie Bechtel in honor of Dan Bifano
Louise & Ivana Bramson 
Bob & Vickie Craig
Mrs. Amelia Dallenbach   
Suzanne & Dennis Elledge 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Emmons
Setsuko & Dennis Furuike 
Margaret & Robert Gleason
Antoinette Gump Amorteguy
Andrea & Ron Hein
Kim L. Hunter & Paulo P. Lima, Ph.D. 
Karen Keller 
Manitou Fund
Montecito Bank & Trust
Mary Lynn & Roger Murad  

LOTUSLAND GRATEFULLY 

ACKNOWLEDGES DONATIONS
June, July, & August 2019

Colleen & Lars Poulsen 
Kathy Snell
Caroline Thompson in honor of Belle Hahn
Mrs. Evan Turpin
The Wood-Claeyssens Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Zylstra

ADOPT-A-LANTERN PROGRAM

Joan & Peter Hazell

Scott & Karen Rowland

GIFTS FOR  

THE GARDEN
Anonymous

Mrs. Gladys Aanerud 

The Alamo Heights-Terrell Hills Garden Club 

in appreciation of Kerstin Horneman

Marty Allen & Cathy Smith 

Amazon Smile Foundation

Rebecca & Ian Anderson

Donald & Susan Bennett in appreciation of 

Rachael Douglas

Celia Book  

Ms. Linda Clough

Carol Ferguson 

Michael Furner in honor of the Garden Staff

John Gabbert

Kathleen Gordon in honor of Junio Milanese

Rita & Henry Hortenstine in honor of  

Connie Pearcy and in honor  

of Jamie Constance

Mari Mitchel 

Susan & Ron Morrow

Alexandra & Charles Morse

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Najera

Suzy Pelovsky 

Dee Perry 

Robin Phipps in honor of Belle Hahn

Scott Rowland

George Schoellkopf & Gerald Incandella 

Rolf Sinclair

Patricia & Eric Swenson in appreciation of 

docent Sandy DeRousse

The Pasadena Garden Club

Dawn & Michael Watson

Dennis M. Whelan 

Kathleen Wiechelman in honor of Mike Furner, 

a wonderful man and an extremely dedicated 

employee of Lotusland for 40 years

GIFTS IN HONOR OF HARLIS  

MAGGARD’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

Larry Disharoon & Diane Galvan 

Rick Donovan

Janis & Reyes Gonzalez

Robert & Kathryn Henry

Ms. Marian Jean  

Bambi & Chris Leonard  

Lori Kraft Meschler  

Christine Nail  

Doris Plummer 

Deneen & Steve Safritt 

Lynne Scott 

Kitty Thomassin 

Nancy & John Vasi

Lien & Sherman Vincent

IN-KIND DONATION
Matt Dees, Jonata and the Hilt

Steve Hanson Landscaping  

& Stephanie Sneddon

Hillary Tentler

GIFT MEMBERSHIP 

DONORS
Patricia Alapizco

Janet Balekian

Alicia Barreto-Ray & Adrian Ray

Kristen Barron

Cheryl & Rick Beamer

Katherine & Claude Blankiet

The Chan & Woldeit Families

Reinhard Christoph 

Susan Conger & Barbara Koutinik,  

Coldwell Banker

Ms. Clarinda Conger

Tawny & Charles Crail

Elizabeth England

Christine & David Gress

Ms. Julie Irwin

Phoebe & Harry Linden

CK Katheen Lord & Al Clark

Joseph Marek & John Bernatz

Kay Matthews

Howard Matz

Nancy & Bernard Melekian

Lorraine Moon

Suzanne Morehead

Ted Plute & Larry Falxa

A.J. Quinoveva

Brian Riehle

San Marcos Parent Child Workshop

Michael Schaper & Caryn Bienlein

Debra Sciotto & Tyler Sciotto

Julika & H. Frederick Seigenfeld

Jeffrey Stark

Jill Tannenbaum

Ms. Diane Wolf

** Deceased
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NEW LOTUSLAND MEMBERS
We welcome new Members who joined in June, July, and August 2019

NEW GARDEN  

LOVER MEMBERS 
GUARDIAN 

Susan & Robert Lieff

CULTIVATOR 

Sarah Ann Grimes & Jay Old 

Julie & Peter Morley 

ADVOCATE

Betsy Atwater & Timothy Eaton 

Carolyn Espley-Miller & Holden Miller 

Barbara Gates & Marshall Gates 

Jay Griffith   

Meher McArthur  

Susan & Ron Morrow   

Mrs. Hetty Shurtleff  

Dr. Nancy Stagliano   

Cathy & Paolo Vedovi  

NEW GENERAL 

MEMBERSHIPS 
FRIEND 

Karen & T.C. Boyle   

Jane & Victoria Campbell 

Elissa & Richard Campbell   

Anna & Brad Cox   

Lucille Dane  

Anthony Ferrara & Elaine Pierni-Ferrara 

Elizabeth Foley 

Heather Fort   

Stacey Geldin & Eric Zahm 

Nicole Gonzalez & Susan Lombardin 

Pamela & Michael Groff 

Susan & Rod Hersberger   

Jan & Michael Kaplan  

Mary Kazmark & Joshua Bruskotter 

Karen & Harold Lawson 

Mona Miyasato & David Rzepinski 

Janet Nancarrow  

Denise & Danielle Nesbitt 

Michelle & Eric Nielsen   

Lynda Nipper & Anthony Nelson 

Jackie & Jeff Schaffer   

Frances Schultz   

Gillian Servais   

Pamela & Gary Tonucci   

Charlene & Paul Vert  

Barbara Walker & Ken Greenberg 

Elizabeth & Fee Waybill   

Adele Yellin   

FAMILY 

Jennifer Ball & Sergio Hernandez 

Caroline Blakemore  

Bill Breslo & Kate Gillespie

Susan & Arnold Christensen   

Dara & W. Austin Curtis 

Katrin & Shahram James Dardashti   

Christopher & Thitima Darling 

Rita & John Forbyn   

Lori & Robert Goodman   

Carolyn & Ben Haines   

Kelly Kreitzman & Cristy Hepp 

Rachel & Everett Lipman   

Alec Lorimore & Ariel Moss 

Monique Parsons & David Wecker 

Claire Perry   

Rebecca & Micah Peters 

Craig Quirk & Larry Neill 

Margaret Schink & Angelina Adams 

Anne Stark & Jeffrey Stark 

Victoria & Jonathan Verity 

Kate & Erik Wiebe   

Merle Young & Lynn Luft 

DUAL 

Diana & Paul Abson 

Barclay Adams & Elizabeth Moser 

Suzi Albertson & Bob Orser 

Georganne Alex & Albert da Costa 

Shai Ardebilchi & Sara Benson-Cupidi 

Debbie & Jim Arnesen   

Eric Arneson & Nahal Sohbat 

Alicia Barreto-Ray & Adrian Ray 

Elizabeth Bates Freed & David Freed 

Michael Baugh & Metch Grant 

Anita & Jason Blakemore   

Hanns Michael & Keiko K. Botz 

Kelly & Gary Bridge   

Linda Buzzell & Larry Saltzman 

Debra & Brian Caird 

Alice Carrott & Al Eidson 

Catherine Cavadini & Jeffrey Del Bosque 

Jane & Ed Chang

Alex & Anne Flore Chapellier 

Debby & Richard Chiorino   

Reinhard Christoph & Petra Wollny 

Karen Coberly & Dean Cornell 

Bonnie & Roxanne Cook   

Stephanie Covington & Penny Philpot 

Sierra Cox & Chris Hendrix 

Marti Devore & Barry Siegel 

Michelle Duan & Zachary Lotze 

Lisa & Gary Dugger   

Hillary Dulien & Analise Dulien-Handy 

Robert Dunlap & Teena Colebrook 

Cynthia & Nord Eriksson   

Drs. Joyce & Heinrich Falk  

Danielle Ferraro & Thomas Lankiewicz 

Jan & Ken Ferrell 

Patricia Flynn & Robert Nigbor 

Barbara & John Gardner   

Angelique George & Ray White 

Ingrid & Ronald Ghenender 

Bharti & Kenneth Goss   

Suzy Granziera & Patrick Fourmy 

Berthhold Hass & Emily Tracy-Hass 

Janet Healy & Dennis Houghton 

Shannon Hinsdale & Andy Hinsdale 

Karen Hribar & Steve Rapp 

Blake Irwin & Megan Waldbillig 

Natalie & Deborah Jacome 

Jessica & Stefan Janoski   

Samara Jones & Craig Golding 

Michael & Bradley Kane 

Chris Kardaras & Ms. Cynthia Brock 

Paul Karlen & Lisa Wilkerson 

Kyoko & Ichiro Kasai   

Michael & Edelvita Marie Katz 

Lebritia & Andy Kendrick   

Mete & Yuksel Kilic   

Heidi Kong & Agustin Lee 

Sheri Koprowski & Michael Henry 

Shelley Koury & Rob Hosberg

Suzanne Kramer & Brian Kramer 

Mary & James Leatherberry 

Judy & Bob Lemen   

Chelsea & Tony Lenzi   

Dan & Cori Long   

Melissa Loor & Dylan Ceniseroz 

Stephanie & Erik Lucero 

Dr. Karina Maher & Michael Kovac 

Marlena Marchewka & Jobi Manson 

Nathan Mauer & Jasmin Choi 

Sarah McLean & Martin Birrittella 

Kelsey & Jason Meyer   

Dr. Darlene & Dr. Edward Milecki 

Christopher Papes & Jonathan Mendez 

David Murray & Lisa Jonsson

Karen & Dennis Oxton

Polly Parkey & John Barron 

Helen Pasley & Gene Lerner 

Grace & Christopher Pate   

Pat & Tom Patten 

Donna Peterson & Nicholas Pierce 

Malaphone Phommasa & Brian Coyle 

Minie & Hjalmar Pompe van Meerdervoort   

Marguerite Potter & John Feinberg 

Aude & Victor Quiroga   

Kamal & Neelam Ramchandani 

Rosslyn & Murray Ray   

Veronica Reynolds & James Herring 

Lise & Bob Riehle   

Anne & Charles Risdall 

Juliet Rohde-Brown & James Paul Brown 

Alyson Santoro & Nicolas Nidzieko 

Carol Sauceda & James Macari 

Michael Schaper & Caryn Bienlein 

Steve Schlesinger & Judy Cavallo 

Dr. F. Myles Sciotto & Ms. Erin Lani-Sciotto

Cynthia & Adam Scott   

Susan & Gregory Seltzer   

Lisa & Josh Sewell 

Abby Sher & John May 

Elizabeth Simonds & Douglas Kahn 

William Simpson & Tim Sulger 

Claudia & Paul Skaggs   

Christina Snyder & Marc Seltzer, Esq.18 FALL 2019



GARDEN LOVER MEMBERS RENEWING 

OR INCREASING LEVEL OF SUPPORT
June, July and August 2019 

GARDEN LOVER 

MEMBERS 
VISIONARY  

Ted Friedel & Coleen Richardson Friedel

GUARDIAN 

Tania & John Burke 

Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Constance * 

Carole MacElhenny 

Stephen P. Schaible & Daron S. Builta

Mrs. Judy Shea 

Mr. Christopher J. Toomey 

CONSERVATOR 

Nancy Gregory 

Ms. Perri Harcourt 

Ms. Judith A. Little 

Mr. David H. Murdock  * 

Sheila & Rick Vitelle 

CULTIVATOR 

Pamela & Michael Avnaim  * 

Ms. Virginia Castagnola-Hunter  * 

Roberta & Matt Collier 

Sandra & Patrick Crotteau  * 

Priscilla & Jason Gaines 

Anna Gillespie 

Melinda Goodman-Kemp & Robert Kemp

Margaret & Barry Kemp  * 

Kim & Soren Kieler 

Elaine Krankl 

Mr. Harlis Maggard 

Donivee & Merrill Nash 

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Nonn 

Joseph Nosofsky & Laurie Siegel

Mitchell E. Opalski  * 

Suzanne Rheinstein 

Sandra Russell & Jim Foster  *

George Schoellkopf & Gerald Incandella

Anne Smith Towbes 

Christie William & Morgan William

Crystal & Clifford Wyatt 

ADVOCATE 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Adams 

Jill Barnitz  * 

Marianne Battistone & Philip W. Norwood  *

Crystal & Tracy Bolt 

Mrs. Julie Brinkerhoff-Jacobs  

& Donald Paul Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Casey 

Inna & Jeffrey Cook 

Ms. Lucy Doheny 

Mary Elizabeth Gore 

Dr. Renée Harwick 

Rita & Henry Hortenstine 

Dee & Stephen Jones 

Mr. Dennis John Jurcak 

Maia Kikerpill & Daniel Nash

Patrick & Esther McKinley 

Holly & Robert Murphy 

Susan & Jim Neuman 

Craig & Marjorie Palonen 

Claire & Gerald Parent 

Marcia Kay & Ronald Radelet 

Anastasha Rousso & Evan Berger

Rosemary & Andrew Schmoller  * 

Sally Sheridan & Andy Norris

Pamela & Jon Shields  * 

Mr. M. Greg Stathakis 

Ronald & Mary Jane Steele 

Ms. Patricia Tisch  * 

Dr. Carrie Towbes & Dr. John Lewis

Mrs. Evan Turpin  * 

Patricia J. Van Every 

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Vuchinich 

Nancy & Tony Wall 

* Denotes Increased Support 

Linda & Lawrence Sorensen 

Deb Stevens   

Jamie Stratford & Joe Rockwell 

Cheryl & James Talbott   

Julia & Chris Tollafield   

Dureen Truong & Brian Tampol 

Aaron Villa & Jane Lindberg 

Jeff Wadsworth & Jerre McCulley 

Pat & Tim Walker 

Brooke Wander & Byron Munoz

Elizabeth & John Weems 

Mara Weiss & Brian Reischl 

Kaye & David Willette  

Edward Withey & Gale Wilson

Leigh & William Witzke 

Nancy & David Wyatt 

INDIVIDUAL

Janice Aiello  

Amy Baird  

Janet Balekian  

Joan Barrett  

Karen Marie Bellavita  

Victoria Bessinger   

Ruth Ann Bowe   

Susan Bradley  

Jill Breedon   

Ann Bronstein   

Sandy Buechley   

Erin Clark  

Tina Coen  

Vicki Collins  

Karen Courington  

Lynn Dempsey   

Lisa Desa   

Rebecca Diesbourg   

Melody Dowlat   

Rita DuBois   

Connie Ducker

Jennifer Duval   

Jackie Dyer   

Susan Farmer   

Megan Foster   

Valerie Fuller   

Sheri Fults   

Tera Galanti   

Ms. Deborah Branch Geremia   

Guillermo Gonzalez  

Kathleen Gordon  

Kat Guevara  

Rose Hajian   

Priscilla Higgins   

Janis Huerta   

Dolores Johnson   

Ann Johnstad   

Lene Joy   

Jan Kelly  

Berna Kieler  

Brittany Koziara   

Claudia Kuepper   

Nancy Lee   

Robert Luppi   

Ruth Mancini   

Dina McCorkle 

Kathryn McGill  

Nina Meyer   

Mari Mitchel   

Isabel Moritz   

Robin Noyes   

Ann Nugent   

Regina O'Nan   

Rachel Plasch   

Nina Plattner   

Denise Powell   

Georgia Pulos   

Pete Ralston   

Judith Rice   

Annie Ross   

Valerie San Giacomo   

Palmer Schreiber   

Sam Selfridge   

Joyce Sharr   

Marlene Siedel   

Rebecca Stansberry   

Linda Stiehl   

Susan Stockel   

Tara Stoker   

Jennifer Strouss   

Denise Sullivan  

Daisy Swan   

Anna Tokarska   

Maja Trochimczyk   

Anna Julissa Valerjev   

Yelena Van Doren   

Donna Vordale   

Cynthia Weinert   

Molly Wetta   

Deborah Wilson  

Petra Wollny 

Anne Yannicelli   

Cynthia Zender  
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Saturday, October 5  

Exceptional Plants: Auction & Sale 
1:30 to 5:30 PM 

See page 16

Monday, October 7  

Prodigious Palms of Lotusland Focus 

Tour with Don Hodel for Garden 

Lover Members 
3:00 to 5:00 PM 

See postcard invitation

Thursday, October 17  

or Friday, October 18 

Succulent Wreath Making Workshop 
9:30 to 11:30 AM 

See page 16

Friday, November 15  

Last Day of Tours for 2019

Saturday, November 16 

Natural Dyeing Workshop 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  

See page 16

Friday, November 29 

Members’ Holiday in the Garden 
1:00 to 4:00 PM  

See page 16

Fall 2019 Events
Many Lotusland events are open to non-members, so please let your friends 

and neighbors know about the great activities we offer.

Arrival Times for Tours 
Including self-guiding Members

AM Visit 

Gate opens at 9:30  

and closes at 10:00 AM.

PM Visit 

Gate opens at 1:00  

and closes at 1:30 PM.

Call 805.969.9990 for reservations

695 Ashley Road

Santa Barbara, CA 93108


