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T
HAT MADAME GANNA WALSKA

was an object of much attention
in person and in the press is well

known. She, herself, employed a clip-
ping service to glean every instance in
which her name appeared in print.
Sometimes she was responsible for
releasing studio photos, along with her
concert and opera appearances, that
later appeared in the news. Many times,
though, a newspaper reporter would
snap a photo (sometimes even posed) of
Madame Walska as she was traveling or
on an opening night for a performance.
In the pre-digital age, these photos could
become part of the stock in trade for
photo agencies such as Underwood and
Underwood, Acme Newspictures, Inc.
(later bought out by United Press
International–UPI), or Associated Press.
Smaller newspapers without their own
leagues of reporters would print these
stock photos with an appropriate
caption or column on the newsworthy
event of the moment. Thus, a studio
picture of Madame Walska holding 
her cat could illustrate the fact that she
was soon to sail to Europe after
suddenly resigning from the Chicago
Opera Company.

Many of these photos survive to
this day and are finding their way onto
the market from various sources.  In the
past, they might have been relegated to
bins of prints in the dusty recesses of
specialty antique stores, but with the
advent of online commerce, many are
surfacing on sites such as eBay and
other companies specializing in vintage
prints. Original prints usually have the
stamp of the news agency on the 
back and may also include information
about the photographer. The photos are
interesting by themselves, but very
often they also have a tag on the back
that includes a caption or biographical

Press Photos of Madame Ganna Walska
BY VIRGINIA HAYES
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IN THIS ISSUE

NEWS ITEM…Ganna Walska, operatic star and bride of Alexander Smith Cochran, New York Multi-
millionaire, who is to sail for Europe on the Olympic and will take with her, it is expected, the secret of
her resignation from the Chicago Opera Company on the eve of her debut in the title role of “Zaza”. This
secret has set the country agog, for rumor has it that her wealthy spouse objected to her playing opposite
Joseph Hislop, whose purely theatrical stage kisses the diva is said to have found “O, so wonderful.” Or is
the reason for the trip to Europe the reported loss of her voice? On these questions she and her husband
are silent.
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Mission Statement
We preserve and enhance the unique, historic 
estate of Madame Ganna Walska, care for 
and improve its collections, and develop its 

conservation and horticulture programs, 
so they educate us, inspire us, and 

advance our understanding and appreciation 
of the importance of plants in our lives 

and in the life of the planet.
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Now you see them and now you don’t! Here is where a Daily News photographer caught up with the
elusive Harold F. McCormicks as the former Ganna Walska and the harvester magnate left for California
following their remarriage in Lake Forest Feb. 13. Wed first in Paris, they were united in a second
ceremony to conform to the laws of Illinois.

AT THE BEAUX ARTS BALL

Mme. Ganna Walska, noted opera star, former 
wife of Harold McCormick of Chicago, and 
Michel Detroyat, famous aviator, known as the
Lindbergh of France, shown as they attended the
annual gala Beaux Arts Ball held at the Hotel
Waldorf Astoria, New York City, on the evening 
of January 19th, 1934.

Ganna Walska off to conquer Paris alone when
Harold F. McCormick leaves ship suddenly. The
above photo shows Harold F. McCormick and his
temperamental wife, Ganna Walska, as they
appeared aboard the liner Paris Saturday morning
just before it sailed. A few minutes after the above
photo was taken Mr. McCormick was seen to rush
down the gangplank, leaving Ganna to sail alone
for Paris, where she will again attempt to win the
favor of music critics with a performance of
Madame Butterfly in the Champs Elysees Theater,
which her husband bought for her. Their sudden
parting was a surprise to all. [dated Jan. 18, 1926]
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MME. GANNA WALSKA ENTERTAINING 

IN HER PARIS THEATRE

Two hundred persons including many prominent in the diplomatic, social and
theatrical worlds were the guests of Mme. Ganna Walska today on the stage 
of the Theatre Champs Elysees. Left to right—Mme. Broglie, of the Paris Opera,
Baroness Ola de Beaufort, Letetia Cairone, of the Scala de Milan, Vine Cairone,
vocal member, Vava Jacovleva, of the Paris Opera Comique, Mme. Ganna
Walska, Cora Laparcerie, Richpin well known French actress, Mme. Mary Costes,
wife of transatlantic aviator, Mlle. Lina Gutina, Mme. Spire, Helena Cairone, Rene
Cairone, composer. [ACME Nov. 18th, 1934]

Director’s Letter
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Gwen Stauffer

sheet about the person(s) in the image. Some of these inter-
esting and rare pictures of Madame Walska have recently
been added to the Lotusland archives. We are particularly
grateful to dedicated volunteers Kathy Hewlick, Rose Thomas
and John Vasi for not only spotting them online, but also
for purchasing them and donating them to Lotusland.

Photos with captions are exactly as published.

W
HILE TRADITIONAL FESTIVITIES

fill the winter solstice season all
over Earth, at Ganna Walska

Lotusland we celebrate our many accom-
plishments with gratitude and thanks to
all of you, who have supported our work
to preserve one of the world’s most
important gardens and plant collections.  

In 2012 we restored the blue garden
to its former silvery-azure patina. We also
restored the famous George Washington
Smith benches in the water garden—
the first step in restoring the allée on the
north end of the lotus pool. You joined
us for an exhibit of Madame Walska’s
collections and keepsakes, most of
which were seen by the public for the
first time, and you joined us for our first
Plant Auction and Sale. You supported
our most successful Lotusland Celebrates
gala event, Ooh La La Lotusland, and
you helped support another year of 
our acclaimed Fourth-grade Outreach
Program which instills a profound
understanding of plants and a life-long
appreciation for the importance of plants
in our lives. We added critically rare
species of cycads and other plants to the
collections, and we launched yet another

intern into a career in sustainable horti-
culture. Thank you for your many
contributions—you helped make 2012
a great year for Lotusland!

Even as we celebrate these successes,
we are deep in planning for 2013. We
will open the garden with a newly re-
stored Neptune fountain in the parterre
garden. At the same time, we will
launch our most ambitious exhibit to
date, Swarm: A Collaboration with Bees.
This multi-media exhibit celebrates the
importance of honeybees with a focus
on the interspecies relationships and
dependencies between plants and ani-
mals, especially humans—a message
that is core to our mission. While you
enjoy the bloom of spring flowers, and
the unfurling of the bright, new leaves
in the Japanese garden, we will be
behind the scenes, putting the finishing
touches on a comprehensive plan for
that garden’s restoration—more details
to come this summer. Please mark your
calendars for a visit while the lotuses
bloom from late June through August,
and to join the fun during our lively
Plant Auction and Sale, back by popular
demand in September.  

These are only a few of the events,
activities and experiences happening at
Lotusland in 2013. Watch for updates in
our future newsletters and e-bulletins.
As always, we are dedicated to the
preservation and restoration of this
important, historic garden, while also
ensuring it is relevant and meaningful to
you and our community, now and for
the future. Please join us often in 2013,
in sharing, supporting and enjoying this
magnificent botanical treasure.   

Warm regards,
Gwen L. Stauffer

Continued from page 1

Ganna Walska, the prima donna, finds something very funny as she sits
beside Lily Pons in the Radio City Music Hall at the world premiere of Miss
Pons’ first RKO Radio picture, “I Dream Too Much.”



J
UST ONE HUNDRED YEARS ago,

Madame Ganna Walska, then the
estranged wife of Arcadie d’Eingorn,

was dazzling the Russian aristocracy
with her classic Slavic beauty. Or so
goes the story that led Czar Nicolas II 
to commission a portrait of her by the
well-respected painter Victor Karlovich
Shtemberg. The life-size portrait (4'x6')
of the young woman dressed in a blue
gown, white fur coat and pearls, seated
in front of an artistically draped
background, shows a coquettish side 
of her personality. As the Russian
empire crumbled in 1914, Madame
Walska fled to Paris, and even though
some minor adjustments to the painting
had not been completed by the artist,
she was able to include the portrait in
her possessions. It must have moved a

COLLECTIONS NEWS

Czar’s Portrait

number of times in the intervening
years as it was hanging at her Lotusland
home at the time of her death.

Madame Walska’s niece, Hania P.
Tallmadge, inherited the portrait. It
hung in her Montecito home for many
years until recently when she put it on
permanent loan to Lotusland. After one
hundred years, the painting was in need
of cleaning and stabilizing. Local experts
cleaned the years of accumulated grime
from the painting, applied a protective
coating over the original oil, and
repaired and reinforced the ornate
bronze-finished frame. Because of Ms.
Tallmadge’s generosity, it is once again
hanging in the drawing room of the
house, where Madame Walska seems to
have her eye on her beloved Lotusland.

—Virginia Hayes B
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Aloe Outing
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26

1:00 TO 3:30 PM
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LOES DISPLAY their spectacular blooms when most

plants are dormant during the winter months—
and when Lotusland is closed for public tours. 

This opportunity to spend an afternoon in the 
garden and enjoy more than 170 species and cultivars of
aloes during the winter recess is a special privilege for
members and their guests only. 

Admission is $25 for members and $35 for non-
members. Reservations are required and may be made by
calling 805.969.9990.

you and your guests. Perhaps a visit 
to the garden with you will persuade
your friends and family to become
members too so they can enjoy the
wealth of benefits that a Lotusland
membership brings.

Tour reservations are required and
may be made by calling 805.969.9990.
We appreciate your help!

W
E WANT TO ENCOURAGE you

to share this amazing garden
with your friends and family

…every Thursday, during our regular
tour season, you may bring your adult
guests for $21, a substantial savings
over the regular $35 admission price.

You may choose either a self-
guided or a docent-guided tour for 

Membership Corner
MEMBERS MAY BRING GUESTS 

EVERY THURSDAY FOR 40% 
OFF THE ADULT ADMISSION
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Golden Hive by Stephanie Wilde is part of her
ongoing body of work, “The Golden Bees.”
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Members at the Garden Advocate level
and above will receive an invitation to an
Opening Reception on February 22. To
upgrade your membership, please call
Member Services at 805.969.3767.
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L
OTUSLAND COUNTS ON our

colonies of both wild and kept
hives as pollinators and con-

tributors to our sustainable horticulture
program. In our 2013 exhibition in 
the Pavilion, we celebrate bees with a
provocative display of artistic interpreta-
tions of bees and hive culture. It includes
two-dimensional contemporary art,
sculpture, dance and film created by
several artists, both local and from
further afield.

Penelope Stewart is creating a bas
relief “beescape” from beeswax tiles on
the Pavilion walls with designs inspired
by plants at Lotusland. Ethan Turpin
and Jonathan Smith will build a six-sided
“bee cell” with images of bees projected

Swarm: A Collaboration with Bees 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

THROUGH SATURDAY, MAY 4

T
ORONTO-BASED ARTIST Penelope

Stewart will talk about her work
and what inspires it and will give

a PowerPoint presentation about how
she created the mind-boggling bas relief
beeswax tile installation for Swarm: 

A Collaboration with Bees. A reception
will follow.

Ms. Stewart received her BFA from
York University in Toronto, Ontario,

A Salon
with Penelope Stewart

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
3:00 PM
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on walls of cloth screens so visitors feel
as though they are inside a bee hive.
Selections from Stephanie Wilde’s
ongoing body of work, “The Golden
Bees,” created in response to the recent,
unexplained disappearance of the
western honeybee, will be on view, as
will works by Rose-Lynn Fisher, Keith
Puccinelli and Anna Vaughan. Some of
the pieces will be for sale, with a
portion of proceeds going to Lotusland.

Members may see the exhibition 
at no charge when scheduling a self-
guided tour or docent-guided tour.
Reservations are required and may be
made by calling 805.969.9990. Admis-
sion for nonmembers is adults $35; ages
5 through 18, $10; age 4 and under, free.

Artist Penelope Stewart created this beeswax tile 
to be part of a bas relief “beescape” at Swarm: A
Collaboration with Bees. 

and her MFA from SUNY in Buffalo,
New York. The recipient of many
awards and grants, she has shown her
work internationally in numerous solo
exhibitions and large installations, as
well as in group exhibitions.

Admission is $45 for members and
$55 for nonmembers. Advance reserva-
tions are required and may be made by
calling 805.969.9990.

mother earth. As scientists puzzle over
the cause, organic beekeepers indicate
alternative reasons for this tragic loss.
Conflicting opinions abound, and after
years of research, a definitive answer
has not been found to this harrowing

mystery. A reception will follow the
question and answer session.

Admission is $40 for members and
$50 for nonmembers. Reservations are
required and may be made by calling
805.969.9990.

F
ILMING ACROSS the U.S. and in

Europe, Australia and Asia, this
documentary examines the alarm-

ing disappearance of honeybees and 
the greater meaning it holds about the
relationship between mankind and

Vanishing of the Bees
NARRATED BY ELLEN PAGE

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 • 3:00 PM

Q&A AFTER THE FILM WITH CO-DIRECTORS 
MARYAM HENEIN AND GEORGE LANGWORTHY
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ED AND JUDY SHEA

E
D SHEA was born in Michigan in
1921, but at the tender age of

seven, his parents moved him and
his older sister to the west coast. They
traveled along a dusty dirt road known
as Route 66, ultimately to crash—
literally—in front of a Los Angeles hotel
they would call home. The trip was an
adventure, made even more exciting by
his grandmother’s concern that the
entire family would be scalped by
Indians along the way, and it planted a
seed of wanderlust that remains deep in
Ed’s core, 83 years later.

Ed came of age during the depres-
sion. “Everyone was poor then,” Ed told
me, “and if you wanted something you
had to work for it, and if you wanted 
to go somewhere you had to take the
streetcar or walk.” While attending
school, Ed worked a number of odd jobs,
even rising before dawn to help deliver
milk. Ed explained, “I learned how to
work in those hard times.” By the time
he graduated from high school in 1939,
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Ed and Judy Shea

he had saved enough money to buy a
Model A Ford, but had to take delivery

of it since he didn’t know how to
drive! That didn’t stop him, and soon

he was exploring Yosemite and then the
Sierras, which he continued to traverse
over the next 60 years. His deep love for
the great outdoors led Ed to another en-
during hobby of landscape photography.

Ed graduated from USC with a
degree in chemical engineering and
then, because of his degree, entered the
Army Air Force as a cadet. Upon com-
pletion of his basic training, Ed became
a second lieutenant and then was
promoted to first lieutenant. He was
assigned to the 8th Air Force, flying B24
bombers over England. On one mission,
his plane was hit and Ed had to bail 
out, landing conveniently in a British
women’s military camp. “They were
very charming and served me tea,” Ed
says with a grin, “so I asked them to
hide me there. I didn’t want to leave!”

After the war, his compelling desire
to travel and photograph wild places led
him to drive to Alaska on the recently
opened Alcan Highway. Finding satis-
faction in his work was more elusive,
but he found his inspiration when his
mother starting caring for the elderly,
who had no access to other care-givers.
In 1950, Ed built and operated a nurs-
ing home in Claremont, California. Ed
became a pioneer in the design of
convalescent hospitals and specialized
wellness programming for seniors,
eventually developing 14 facilities in
the western United States.

While working and living in Palm
Springs in 1987, Ed met Judy, who
shared his conviction that hard work
paid off, but she also enjoyed travel,
having visited all of Europe. She and Ed
married and began a lifetime journey,
traveling to most of the countries of the
world. Since Ed was interested in the

The Lotus
Society

landscape, and Judy was interested in
the culture, they took turns choosing
their destination, which sent them to
intriguing places like Antarctica and
Papua New Guinea. They needed a
place to land between trips and selected
Santa Barbara, where Ed had passed
through during business trips.

Ed and Judy first visited Lotusland
when they attended a fund-raiser for
the Santa Barbara Symphony and won
a tour of Lotusland in the silent auction.
Despite visiting innumerable gardens 
as they traveled the world, they were
stunned by Lotusland’s beauty. “We
had never seen any garden like
Lotusland,” both Ed and Judy say. “It is
so unique—a world-class garden, but a
hidden gem in Santa Barbara.” Judy told
me, “I love the lotuses,” while Ed
marveled at the diversity of the cycad
collection and declared his fondness 
for the abalone pool in the aloe garden.
Their admiration for Lotusland led
them to include Lotusland in Ed’s 80th
birthday celebration, by renting an Old
Town Trolley to drive their party-goers
from the Biltmore to Lotusland for a
tour. “They all just raved about the
gardens,” Judy exclaims.

Ed and Judy became members of
Lotusland after that first tour and have
been enduring supporters ever since.
We are so very grateful to Ed and Judy,
for their passion for gardens and for
Lotusland, and for their lasting gift to
Lotusland’s endowment through The
Lotus Society. —Gwen Stauffer

B

NEW MEMBERS

T
HANK YOU TO THESE additional

new members for their generous
support.

Sandra H. Russell and James P. Foster
Mark Livanec

Linda and Dennis Sullivan
Laurie A. Wolf

Members of The Lotus Society have
each made a gift or bequest of $10,000
or more to Lotusland’s Endowment.
Names of The Lotus Society members are
engraved on the Wall of Honor, which
is located at the Visitor Center at the
end of the Australian tea tree arbor.

To learn more about The Lotus
Society, please call Anne Dewey,
Lotusland’s Director of Development,
at 805.969.3767, extension 105.



Screened Lotusland compost was added to the soil 
by grounds staff as they thinned and replanted
agaves along the main drive.
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Horticultural Happenings
NEPTUNE FOUNTAIN

RENOVATION

BEFORE A RENOVATION of the basin and
installation of a re-circulating pump in
1996, potted plants were displayed in
the Neptune fountain because the basin
could not hold water. Recently, regular
maintenance of the Neptune fountain
revealed leaks saturating and deteriorat-
ing the cement structure of the fountain.
Lotusland’s maintenance staff worked
with DaRos Masonry to dry out the
fountain walls, scrape away the loose
material and clean the fountain’s tiles.
The surface was then prepared for a new
finish coat of plaster and color coat. As
part of the restoration project, the statue
of Neptune was removed for cleaning,
and a soft water spigot was installed to
help reduce the build-up of mineral
deposits on the fountain’s surfaces.

MINIATURE CACTUS

PLANTING BEDS

RENOVATION

IN AN AREA ADJACENT to the main lawn,
beneath the tall Sequoia sempervirens
(coast redwood), is an area called the
“miniature cactus” or “miniatures.” The
name doesn’t refer to the size of the
plants, but rather the size of the four
planting beds in comparison to the
extensive cactus beds along the main
drive and, for that matter, the cactus
garden installed in 2003. The origin 
of the “miniatures” is not definitively
known. The plants in the area are of 
the Charles Glass and Bob Foster era,
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The Neptune fountain before the renovation…

…and after.

Take a look at the renovated “miniatures” the next time you visit Lotusland.

MAIN DRIVE AGAVE

RENOVATION

BEGINNING JUST INSIDE the Sycamore
Canyon Road gate, the main drive is
bordered by sedum, Agave attenuata,
aloes and dracaenas almost all the way
to the Japanese garden’s torii gate. It’s
another iconic Lotusland landscape
with the agaves seemingly turned
toward the gate welcoming visitors as
they begin their tour of the garden. The
origins of this landscape are sketchy.
Ralph Stevens designed the Sycamore
Canyon gate when he worked at
Lotusland in the 1950s, and it is most
likely that he designed the entry land-
scape as well. Charles Glass supervised
a renovation of the area in 1975–76 that
included widening the driveway and
replanting the agaves on a raised
berm…a nice design feature as well as
improving the growing conditions.
Recently, Lotusland’s grounds super-
intendent, Esau Ramirez, directed a
renovation of the area that included
culling the agaves and removing selected
background aloes, dracaenas and yuccas
infringing on the agave berm. Many nice
Aloe salm-dyckiana cuttings and hundreds
of A. attenuata pups were salvaged during
the renovation. —Michael Iven

and may have been planted there in the
1970s. Recently, Lotusland’s bromeliad
gardener, Mike Furner, initiated a
project to renovate the “miniatures.” A
few plants were removed and others
were selectively trimmed and cleaned
up before sand and compost were
worked into the soil by hand. A top
dressing of 3/8" black lava rock was
added and cleaning the pathways and
bordering bromeliad and Doryanthes
palmeri beds completed the renovation.
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“W
HEN I DIE, I want to be used up

and worn out!” is what Suzy
Pelovsky says she lives by. We

are so fortunate to have this energetic
and talented woman volunteer her time
and talent at Lotusland. I first met Suzy
when we were both members of the
docent class of 2006, and Suzy has
volunteered continuously since then as
both a regular and a Fourth Grade
Outreach Program docent. She also
greets visitors and helps arrange tour
groups as one of our Tour Facilitators
and is quick to say yes to special
requests to work at our many events.
When she’s not at Lotusland, you may
find her at Cactus & Succulent Society
meetings, making quilts as part of the
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Suzy Pelovsky

Coastal Quilters Guild or ushering at
the Granada or Lobero theaters. She is
also active in her church, is a member 
of a book discussion group and helps
prepare meals for Food from the Heart.
One of her favorite volunteer activities
is helping out one hour per week at
Cold Spring School in her grandson’s
first grade classroom.

Suzy graduated from Brigham
Young University and taught high
school home economics. She later
obtained an elementary school teaching
credential as well as a Master’s Degree
in library science and worked as a high
school librarian. She retired after 38
years of teaching and library work. 

As Suzy’s two daughters, Heidi
Whitney and Teri Gaither, and their
families live in Santa Barbara, she decided
to move from Visalia to Santa Barbara
in 2004 after her husband passed away.
Suzy and her husband had toured
Lotusland while visiting their daughters
when they were attending UCSB, and
Suzy fell in love with the garden then.
Now she has five grandchildren, two 
of whom live one block away from
Lotusland!

“Learning all about Lotusland and
the various gardens causes the endor-
phins to flow through every time I give
a tour,” says Suzy. She believes that the
“biophilia effect,” which is a theory that

humans are endowed with a genetic
link to nature—plants and animals—
and that nature has a profound effect 
on our mental performance, self-
awareness, vigor and appreciation of
others and our environment is a true
evidence of experiencing the joy of
Lotusland. Just breathing in the healthy
air surrounding the plants brings her
great joy as does the obvious pleasure
of students in our Outreach Program as
well as words of appreciation from
adult visitors at the end of her tours. 

What a travel bug Suzy is. She has
traveled to many countries including
Thailand, China, India, Tahiti and New
Zealand. Her latest destinations were
the Panama Canal, where she learned
that the Continental Divide in Lake
Gatun causes the water to flow toward
the Pacific and the Atlantic oceans, and
Bali, “a plant and people paradise.” 

The epiphyllum garden is Suzy’s
favorite garden because she is still
amazed at how thick the leaves are and
the fact that they can obtain all their
growth from the air and the moisture
within it. Suzy gives a big thank-you to
Madame Walska for her foresight and
effort in creating this fantastic garden.
And we give a big thank-you to Suzy
for her generous gifts of time and talent
and for her passion for Lotusland.

—Kitty Thomassin

Volunteer Profile: Suzy Pelovsky

Morning Bird Walk at Lotusland
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9

9:00 AM TO NOON
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Associate Jeff Chemnick and
Director Emeritus Steve Timbrook

as they lead their annual winter bird
walk. The morning walk focuses on
seeing as many species as possible
and is a great way for both experi-
enced birders and beginners to seek
out avian “tourists” that spend the
winter in Santa Barbara.

We will have several pairs of
binoculars to lend if you don’t have
your own. The cost is $25 for
members and $35 for nonmembers.
To register, please call 805.969.9990.

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE DDAATTEE

Exceptional Plants:
Auction and Sale

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
2 TO 5 PM
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had always admired her and had seen
her on stage in Chicago years before,
praising her voice with great enthusiasm.
Obviously he was not a music critic. I
told her later that I met one of her
admirers. She struck a vampish pose,
hands on hip, leaning against one cane,
and, feigning surprise, enquired coquet-
tishly, “Oh! Do I still have any?” I said,
yes, indeed, “He heard you sing in
Chicago.” She dismissed that with,
“Well, that’s possible. Usually they tell
me they saw me at the Met, but I never
sang there!”

Mme. Walska hated to receive gifts,
undoubtedly realizing that every gift
brought with it an obligation. To
strangers she was always scrupulously
polite in accepting their gift and would
usually reciprocate with something of
greater value. With friends and loved

S
OME PEOPLE who worked with

Mme. Walska, referred to her as
Ganna! Ganna this and Ganna that!

But I can guarantee that almost none of
them ever called her Ganna to her face.
To others she was “The Madame”, but
that I could never quite accept either. To
herself she was GW or Ganna Walska,
“Walska” being Polish for waltz and
Ganna an anagram of the Polish version
of Anna. To me she was always only
“Mme. Walska.”

Visitors to the gardens would
always ask us personal questions about
Mme. Walska, most of which we
would side-step as politely as possible,
considering those matters none of their
business, knowing Mme. Walska would
definitely consider it none of their
business! One visitor, however, asked
about her health and mentioned that he

ones she could be brutal in her rejection
of gifts. She realized she had to accept
Christmas gifts from her employees but
that was not so bad because she would
be giving them Christmas bonuses
which were in a sense gifts. Actually
they were greater gifts than we knew!
All the gardeners were concerned
because these sizeable bonuses did not
appear on their W-2 forms, and they
didn’t declare them on their income tax
returns and feared the day they might
be caught, not realizing that Mme.
Walska also paid the tax on these gifts
so they were quite free of financial
obligation to the I.R.S!

NEXT TIME

MORE STORIES FROM the Glass memoir.

—Excerpts edited by Virginia Hayes

Charles Glass…In His Own Words
PART XIII OF A SERIES OF EXCERPTS FROM HIS UNPUBLISHED MEMOIRS 

WITH THE WORKING TITLE OF 
EXPERIENCES OF 12 YEARS AS DIRECTOR OF LOTUSLAND: 

THE FABULOUS ESTATE OF MME. GANNA WALSKA

Thank You
to Our

GARDEN CHAMPIONS

Bruce Heavin & Lynda Weinman
Mrs. Andy Pearson

GARDEN STEWARDS

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Durham
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. Kelly

Mercedes Millington & Jack Mithun
Norman Waitt

GARDEN GUARDIANS

Patricia P. Broome
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Friedel
Ms. Cyndee Howard

Suzanne & Gilbert Mathews
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Pearcy
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Rollé

Mrs. Anitra P. Sheen
Mr. & Mrs. Harolad Simmons

Ms. Beverly Smaniotto
Ms. Jeanne Thayer

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Tobey
Ms. Melanie Trent

Help Make
Lotusland’s Wishes

Come True

T
O DONATE FUNDS for any of these items, please call Anne Dewey, 

Lotusland’s Director of Development, at 805.969.3767, extension
105 or email her at adewey@lotusland.org. Thank you!

❧



Lotusland Gratefully Acknowledges Donations
SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2012
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Lady Patricia Latham
Winifred H. Lennihan
Sylvain & Caryn Leroy
Mrs. Naomi Levinson
Mrs. Kathrine A. Lingle
Ms. Judith Little
The LLWW Foundation
Mrs. Lillian Lovelace
Lila & Schuyler Marshall in honor of Connie Pearcy
Ms. Erma Martin
John & Elizabeth McGovern
Mr. Steven K. McGuire
Mr. Steve McHugh
Ms. Teresa M. McWilliams
Ronnie & Chase Mellen
Ms. Lori Kraft Meschler
Mrs. Max E. Meyer
Ms. Mimi Michaelis
Mr. Eric Nagelmann
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Najera
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Nonn
Ms. Kristan O’Donnell
Mrs. Scott O’Leary
Oak Grove Foundation 

as directed by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Parent
Louise M. Parent & John P. Casaly
Mrs. Jean Parry in honor of Lotusland Volunteers
Mrs. Andy Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Perena
Mr. John A. Perez & Mrs. Ann N. Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Peus
Mr. Donald Philipp
Carole Pickup
Mrs. Mary Dell Pritzlaff
Mr. & Mrs. William Pulice
Dr. & Mrs. William A. Rack
Eileen Rasmussen 

in honor of my husband, Alex Rasmussen
Melissa Riparetti-Stepien
Justine Roddick & Tina Schlieske
Mr. Jeffrey F. Romano & Mr. Stan A. Shayer
Ms. Catherine Rose
Ms. Rebecca R. Rutledge in memory of Jack Broome
Mrs. Nancy B. Schlosser
Ms. Jean Schulz
Lynne Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Shea
Mrs. Anitra P. Sheen, 

Peebles-Sheen Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Simmons 

in memory of Katherine Abercrombie
Mr. & Mrs. Grant B. Smith
Ed Snider
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Sprague, III
Bob Stanley & Cecilia Rodriguez
Ms. Gwen L. Stauffer & Mr. Mark Taylor
Ron & Mary Jane Steele
John & Lucy Stephenson
Dr. Robert Stogsdill
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Stoll, Jr.
Fife & Marci Symington 

in memory of Frances Heard Billups
Ms. Hillary Tentler in memory of Jean Heller
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Thomas
Ms. Kitty Thomassin
John & Joyce Thurlow
Nita & Henk Van der Werff 

in honor of Bea & Edie Abbott
Ms. Jill Vander Hoof 

in honor of the birthdays of 
Amelia Rocca Holstein & Asher Holstein Albers

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Vassallo
Mr. Gary Villalba
Mr. Sherman Vincent
Leland & Diana Walmsley
Dr. & Mrs. Stewart White
Ms. Helen Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Kent Wood
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Wyatt, 

Wyatt Technology Corporation
Edward & Grace Yoon
Ms. Lisa Zeder, L.Z. Design Group Inc

PLANT ACQUISITION FUND
Joan & Jerry Haber in memory of Phillip Stoll
Mr. Byron E. Lippert

2012 GIFTS FOR THE GARDEN
ANNUAL APPEAL

CARE OF THE GARDEN FUND
Ms. Sydney Baumgartner
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Cardinal
Mr. Michael Furner
Roy & Yvonne Hampton
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stalker, II
Geoff & Cyndi Strand

EDUCATION FUND
Ms. Judy Foreman in honor of lynda.com
Ms. Lorraine M. McDonnell 

& Mr. M. Stephen Weatherford
Ms. Ann Sarkis
Terry & Cricket Twichell

GENERAL FUND
Mr. Dean Ambrose
Mrs. Rosalind Amorteguy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Anderson
Ms. Sharon Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Appleton
Ms. Mary Lou Ardohain
Mr. Victor K. Atkins, Jr. & Ms. Victoria Hartman
Gwendolyn & Henry Baker
Mr. Roderick Beattie
Mr. & Mrs. Don Bennett
Daniel Bifano & Allan Brostrom
Mr. Robert E. Blaha
Mr. & Mrs. E. Perry Bolger
Ms. Susan Bower
Ms. Susan Bowey
Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Buxton
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Caird
The Capital Group Companies Charitable Foundation

as directed by Mason Farrell
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chou
Marcia & John Mike Cohen
Mrs. Mary Compton in memory of Vera M. Potter
Ms. Jane Gail Copelan 

in honor of the The Staff & Gardeners of Lotusland
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Coughlin, The Watling Foundation
Jim & Cindy Darcey
William & Anne Dewey
Mrs. Barbara Dixon
Mrs. Tina Downs
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Dreier
Ms. Amanda Dunman
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Edebo
Mr. & Mrs. Donnelley Erdman
Ms. Jan D. Everote
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Failing in honor of Joan Jackson
Barry & Gail Fanaro
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mason Farrell
Ian & Michelle Fisher
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Flynn
Dr. Jay B. Fortman & Dr. Jennifer Fortman
Connie & Kevin Frawley
Bob & Elizabeth Frazee
Mrs. Laurence Frost
Priscilla & Jason Gaines
Mrs. Karen Garrolini, 

Las Posas Veterinary Medical Center
Jim & Christine Gaskin
Lynda Gemberling
Ms. Alexandra Geremia
Ernest & Judy Getto
Bruce & Kelley Giffin
Elizabeth B. Gilman 

in honor of Shelby C. Bowen & Arthur R. Gaudi
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hammett
Hazel Heath Horton Philanthropic Trust, 

Mr. W. Wright Watling
Hi Fi Club, Mr. Hans Betzholtz
Mr. & Mrs. Phil R. Jackson
Ms. Ann James
Ms. Andrea Joel
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson
Philip & Dorothy Kamins
Mrs. Margaret Kelly in memory of Alberta Wolter
Diane & Jim Kennett
Mr. & Mrs. John Kinnear
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Kummer
Dr. Judy L. Larson in honor of Gwen Stauffer

Mr. Harlis Maggard 
in memory of Loretta Maggard 
& Michael D. Maggard

GRANTS
Montecito Bank & Trust Community Dividends
Santa Barbara Foundation Express Grant
The Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
The Towbes Foundation
Venoco Community Partnership

MEMBERSHIP MATCHING 
GIFTS PROGRAM
Chevron Humankind Matching Gift Program 

as directed by Stan A. Shayer & Jeffrey F. Romano

IN HONOR OF
BEA WALLACE’S BIRTHDAY
John & Carole Lee

GENERAL DONATIONS
C. Keith Birkenfeld Charitable Trust Fund
Ms. Mary Garton
Mr. Woo Hong
Margo Kealler, Park Street Travel 

in honor of Malcolm & Alicia Brawn
Laura & Larry Ragan
Mr. & Mrs. Roy H. Rocca 

in honor of Jill Vander Hoof
Ms. Barbara Nagle Statler
Anonymous

GIFT MEMBERSHIP DONORS
Mrs. Jaynie Blake
Mr. Edmund Breitung
Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Emmons
Karen Kester
Mr. Greayer Mansfield-Jones, Jr.
Ms. Joyce Merek
Kristen Mitchell
Wendy Neuman
Ms. Barbara Rowden
Ms. Janet Stoneman
Jennifer York

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Pat Brubaker 

in appreciation of docent Marge Kelly
Margaret Mansfield-Jones
Hania Puacz Tallmadge

WISH LIST DONATIONS
Shila Crabtree
Mrs. Laura-Lee Whittier Woods
Ms. Lisa Zeder, L.Z. Design Group Inc

IN MEMORY OF 
LUANN DAUGHERTY
Dennis & Wendy Carlton
Pat Carlton
David & Karen Solomon

IN MEMORY OF 
MAIJA-LIISA PEKKANEN
Lisa Price

IN MEMORY OF
ZANDER VON WIESENBERGER
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Pearcy

EXCEPTIONAL PLANTS 
AUCTION AND SALE

DONORS
Mr. Oswald J. Da Ros
Mr. Robert Houk
Mrs. Anitra P. Sheen Peebles, 

Sheen Charitable Foundation

DONORS TO THE 

LIVE OR SILENT AUCTION
Arcadia Studio, Marcia & Derrick Eichelberger
Jo O’Connell, Australian Native Plants
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Leslie & Philip Bernstein
Mr. & Mrs. Monte Brown
William Burke & NancyBell Coe
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Caine
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chou
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Crane
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Daugherty
Margo & Robert Feinberg
John & Christie Glanville
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Langhorne
Ms. Sandra Lynne
Frank & Sheila McGinity
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Muller

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Staley
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Vapnek

GARDEN ADVOCATE
Ms. Patricia Aoyama 

& Mr. Chris Kleveland
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Coughlin
Mr. James McPherson & Mr. Robert Eaton
Mr. David H. Murdock
Bernard & Rosemary Parent
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schall
Suzanne Tucker & Timothy Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Woolley

GARDEN STEWARD
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Durham
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. Kelly

GARDEN CONSERVATOR
Alberta Binns
Robert & Nancy Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Janssen
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kovner
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Nicholson

GARDEN CULTIVATOR
Robert & Alisa Baur

Renewing Lotus Keeper Members
SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2012

Lotusland Members
WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED IN SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2012

Bobby & Elena Earthman
Christy Lin & Kay-Yi Shen
Mr. Aaron Matos
Dave & Jennifer Murphy
Paula & Shawn Stussy
Mrs. Wendy R. Wintrob

FAMILY

Doug & Pat Aiken
Bethany & Joshua Anderson
Hal & Terri Arnold
Michelle Bone & Richard Smalldon
Eric & Natalie Boullonois
Ms. Victoria Briggs
Linda & Thomas Cole
Russ & Geri Davis
Susan & Thomas Dunn
Tish Gainey & Charles Roehm
Marc & Sema Gamson
Cynthia & Guy Hamilton

LOTUS KEEPERS

GARDEN CONSERVATOR

Ms. Leatrice Luria

GARDEN CULTIVATOR

John & Tania Burke
David & Judy Jones
Frank & Sheila McGinity

GARDEN ADVOCATE

Ms. Michelle Hollum & Mr. Alex Benton
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Karmin
Ms. Kathy Simon

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

FRIEND

Ms. Ann Daniel
Mr. Colin Donovan

Amy & Steven Hammer
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Honea
Mr. Woo Hong
Sharon & Terry Jenkins
Siera & Travis Kegel
Diane & Michael MacDonell
Mark Minor & G Minor
Elizabeth & Martin Plummer
Laura & Larry Ragan
Mr. Hugh Ranson
Mr. Cody Reber & Ms. Caitlin Bartell
Mr. Nathan Revard
Bonnie & Jim Robinson
The Salsbury Family
Ms. Susan SanMarco
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Schuman
Woody & Brooke Sears
Mr. Anthony Slater-Ralph & Ms. Priscilla Woolworth
Stacey & Brian Soares
Mr. Peter Sproul & Ms. Lauren Sproul
Henry & Freda Vizcarra
Mariecristine Weinbrenner Dart & David Dart
Lacey & John Williams

INDIVIDUAL

Ms. Tina Boradiansky
Mrs. Sherry Breitung
Mr. Gustavo DeSouza
Ms. Donna Frase
Mrs. Sherry R. Heyman
Mrs. Jennifer Larkin
Mr. Scott Lowe
M's. Nancy Marcus
Mr. Mitchell Morehart
Mr. Gary Murie
Ms. Lorraine Neenan
Ms. Charlene Pidgeon
Mr. Gino Quaranta
Jennifer Rapp
Ms. Kathleen Sharp
Jamie Stoneman
Ms. Patti Thurston
Ms. Mary Travis
Mr. Daniel Vucci
Ms. Jennifer White

Our Membership Manager, Bambi Leonard, makes every effort to ensure that donor information is correct.

If you find an error or omission, please contact her at 805.969.3767, ext. 120 or bleonard@lotusland.org.

Linda & Thomas Cole
Diane Dunhill
Brent and Susie Freitas, Eye of the Day
Mike Flaherty, Gazebo Plants and Flowers
Mr. Dylan Hannon, Huntington Botanical Gardens
Mr. David Ho
Steve & Shari Johnson, Old Creek Company
Matt Kettmann
Al Klein, Botanic Wonders
Tony Krock
Sarmis Luters

Kathy Musial, Huntington Botanical Garden
Mr. Chris Potter
Mr. Nathan Revard
Dr. Richard Ross
Ms. Gwen L. Stauffer & Mr. Mark Taylor
David & Eileen Tufenkian
Anonymous

PLANT AUCTION WINNERS
William M. Daugherty
Carolyn Espley-Miller

Paul F. Glenn
Olivia Harrison
David Jacoby
Gary & Kellie Johnson
Chris Mankey
John & Connie Pearcy
Susanne Tobey
Mike Tully
Rick & Sheila Vitelle
Mark Vuchinich
Crystal Wyatt

Members Who Have Increased
Their Level of Support

SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2012

LOTUS KEEPERS

GARDEN GUARDIAN
Mrs. Anitra P. Sheen

GARDEN CONSERVATOR
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kovner

GARDEN CULTIVATOR
Robert & Alisa Baur
John & Christie Glanville
Ms. Susan Hopmans & Ms. Bess Hopmans
Frank & Sheila McGinity

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

FRIEND

Mr. Kurt R. Anker
Rhonda & Skye Byrne
Mrs. Sandra Crotteau
Mr. Greayer Mansfield-Jones, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Mansfield-Jones
Ms. Nancy McGrath Simonds

FAMILY

Ms. Karen Roberts & Mr. Joel Palomorez
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Winter and Spring 2013
Member Events

MANY LOTUSLAND EVENTS are open 
to nonmembers, so please let your
friends and neighbors know about
the great activities we offer.

Saturday, January 26
Aloe Outing
1:00 TO 3:30 PM

See details on page 4. Please call
805.969.9990 to register.

Saturday, February 9
Morning Bird Walk at Lotusland
9:00 AM TO NOON

See details on page 8. Please call
805.969.9990 to register.

Saturday, February 16
Garden reopens after winter recess.

Friday, February 22
Opening Reception for 
“Swarm: A Collaboration with Bees”
See details on page 5. Invitations will
be mailed to members at the Garden
Advocate level and above.

Saturday, February 23 
to Saturday, May 4
Swarm: A Collaboration with Bees
See details on page 5.

Saturday, February 23
A Salon with Penelope Stewart
3:00 PM

See details on page 5. Please call
805.969.9990 to register.

Thursday, March 21
The Vanishing of the Bees
3:00 PM

See details on page 5. Please call
805.969.9990 to register.

SAVE-THE-DATE
Saturday, April 13
Bees Circling Heaven, a dance
performance with music by Ghost
Tiger in the theatre garden.
Choreography: Robin Bisio.

Tours
Tours are offered at 10:00 AM and
1:30 PM, Wednesday through Saturday
from February 16 and November 15.
Family Tours, available for groups
with children under age 10, are child
and parent friendly. They are separate
from regular adult tours. Please call
805.969.9990 for reservations.


