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From CalvarLJ to Nirvana: Madame Walska .. s 
llbetland and the White Lama 

(fhe theme for this summer's gala 
fundraising event-Lotusland Cele
brates-is A Journey to Tibetland.) 

My whole life [ ardently desired to live in a 
sma!I house we!! hidden among protective 
trees. My destiny instead chose for me the 
castles and millionaires' dwelling, the 
yachts and the change of world unknown 
palaces of Monte Car/0

1 Biarritz, Venice 
with each of the neV<' seasons of the year! 

U Madame Ganna Walska 
My Life with Yogi 

TIBETIAND WAS TO BE a center for 
Tibetan Buddhism where monks 
would translate Sanskrit texts and 
where Madame Walska's extensive 
collection of Tibetan art would be on 
display. She purchased the 37-acre 
Santa Barbara estate-which she 
called Tibetland-in 1941, in part 
also as a farm to which she hoped to
retreat in later years and which 
would provide a tax shelter during 
the war. The motivation to move
from her home of more than two 
decades in New York City to 
Southern California came from the 
man who was to be her sixth and last 
husband, Mr. Theos Bernard. 

Bernard was a well-educated 
American, who at one time earned a 
law degree, and had spent two years 
studying Eastern philosophy and 

J(_oga in Tibet. There he received the
honorary title "White Lama" at a 
monastery in Lhasa. Walska and 
Bernard met in New York in 1939 
when she attended a lecture he gave

Conrinued on page 2 

BLI JAN CT M. t:ASTMAN 

Theos Bernard, 
"The White Lama," 
and Madame 
Walska's sixth and 
last husband, in 
Tibetan costume at 
Tibet/and c. 1942. 
Subsequent to their 
divorce in 1946, the 
estate was rechristened 
Lotus/and by 
Madame Walska. 
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