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The names Ganna Walska and Lotusland 
are synonymous with a beautiful estate 
garden in Montecito created by a woman 
who led an extraordinary and exciting life. 

Driven from the fashionable social 
scene of Paris by the gathering storm 
clouds of World War II, the flamboyant 
ex-opera diva came to Santa Barbara in 
search of repose and calm. Isolated with­
in her Montecito estate, she devoted her­
self to the creation of a botanical show­
place of great ingenuity amid a reflective 
atmosphere. 

Ganna Walska had no education in 
plant life, but she learned as she worked, 
her sensitivities attuned to the needs of 
the unusual specimens she acquired. She 
discovered, for instance, that California's 
occasionally heavy rains could uproot a 
newly planted cactus garden already 
struggling to adjust to an alien environ­
ment. Adversity only made her more de­
termined to succeed, and to this day Lo­
tusland is famous for its cactus garden. 

Over a period of 40 years she created 
a dozen separate gardens. Each has its 
own design, sometimes controversial yet 
always in keeping with her reputation for 
the unusual and unique, even the bizarre. 

When Madame Walska died in 1984, 

she left a legacy of beauty unmatched 
anywhere in the world. 

- Patricia Tarkowska
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A great deal of activity has been taking 
place at Ganna Walska Lotusland Foun­
dation since last summer, when the 
County granted a conditional use permit 
for opening the gardens to the public. 

During this time, the Foundation has 
been working to finish building and land­
scape plans for the new Visitor Center 
and parking area, to be located in the 
southwest corner of the Lotusland prop­
erty. 

There will be a new visitor access on 
Cold Springs Road, about 530 feet north 
of Sycamore Canyon Road. The new Lo­
tusland gate wiU lead to an entry drive 
designed to provide a queue length for 
up to ten vehicles inside the property. A 
small parking kiosk will be located at the 
end of this drive, just before the parking 
area. This parking area will accomodate a 
total of 40 passenger vehicles and one 
bus. 

The architecture of the Visitor Cen­
ter was designed to emulate the style of 
the existing bath house adjacent to Lo­
tusland 's water garden. This bath house, 
(see page 2) was designed in the 1920s 
by George Washington Smith and is an 
excellent example of the Spanish revival 
architecture that distinguishes the Santa 
Barbara area. 

The Visitor Center, as depicted in the 
architect's rendering below, will include 
a restroom facility and smaU resource 

center in a 1,050 square foot building. 
The restrooms and resource center will 
be separated by an open, tiled patio and 
linked by a covered portico. Because the 
new Visitor Center and parking kiosk 
will complement existing Lotusland 
buildings, an important sense of archi­
tectural history and integrity wiU be 
maintained at the garden. 

An attractive allee, defined by over­
arching Australian tea trees (Lepto­
spermum laevigatum) wiU lead visitors 
from the center to  a tiled seating area 
where visitors will begin their guided 
garden tour with Lotusland docents. 

To further achieve integration of the 
new Visitor Center with the established 
design style of Lotusland, the land­
scaping surrounding the parking area 
will consist of a new garden of Aus­
tralian plants, using mass plantings, a ma­
jor Lotusland design theme. 

Respecting the existing grove of Aus­
tralian eucalyptus species, the design 
team (Warr.er & Gray Architects, Syd­
ney Baumgartner Landscape Architect, 
and Martin, Northart & Spencer Civil 
Engineers) carefully planned the parking 
layout to preserve as many existing, 
healthy trees as possible. Also, because 
the environment beneath eucalyptus 
trees provides difficult growing condi­
tions, an Australian garden was chosen 
for the area to provide a geographic and 

Arch�tect's rer:dering of new Vis!to! Center draws inspiration from the 
design of ex1stmg Lotusland bwldmgs. Drawing by William La Voie. 










