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Horticultural Happer1ir1gs n 
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ALL IRRIGATION WATER AT Lotusland is 
supplied by one well located behind 
the garages at Ashley Road . Ground 
water is pumped through an under 
ground pipeline to a 0.5-acre-foot 
underground concrete reservoir lo
cated about 250 feet above Lotusland's 
northern property line. Gravity flow 
provided wa ter for Lotusland's needs 
until 1987, when new PVC pipes and 
an irrigation pumping station were 
installed. In 1992 an insertion meter 
with pump and storage tank were 
added in order to inject an acid 
fertilizer into irrigation water. The 
nitrogen and sulfur combination 
helps to reduce soil alkalinity and 
improve nutrient uptake in plants. 
Automatic systems for the main 
lawn, the fern garden, and the 
Australian garden, as well as a com
bination of impact sprinklers, drip/ 
low-flow systems, and hand water
ing, are used throughout the garden . 
The recent addition of a fertilizer 
injector to the Japanese garden irriga
tion system provides a method to 
apply fertilizers and micro-nutrients 
to specific plantings in a more effi
cient manner . 

These modifications to Lotusland's 
irrigation system have improved the 
process of providing cultura l care to 
the plant collections. Most of the 
plantings prefer well-drained soil 
with regular wate1ing, followed by 
periods of drying out. Unfortunately, 
the predominantly clay soil texture 
throughout the garden retains mois
ture for long periods in spite of 
attempts to amend and improve it. 
The resulting excessively wet soil 
conditions can cause serious cultura l 
problems such as root rot and other 
fungal diseases . Grounds staff use 
soil probes to check soil moisture 
content and monitor individua l plant 
appearance and vigor before irri-
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gating any area. Properly wa tering 
the variety of plant species grown at 
Lotusland is a process requiring con
scientious monitoring by individua l 
gardeners and the cooperation of all 
grounds staff. 
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AsSISTANT CURATOR Jennifer Dennis 
celebrates five years of employment 
with Lotusland this June . A native 
of Indiana, Jennifer has degrees in 
Botany and Horticulture and is pro 
ficient in database managment. 

Jenmfer Dennis potting plants in the nursery. 
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As PART OF TAKE Your Daughter to 
Work Day on April 25, Dresden 
Holden, a 13-year-old 7th grader at 
Santa Barbara Junior High School, 
spent the day with Lotusland Spe
cialist Gardener Terri Clay. The yearly 
event was co-sponsored by Girls, 
Inc., SB Women Lawyers, and the SB 
County Women's Political Commit
tee. Mayor Harriet Miller addressed 
all participants at an opening break
fast. After show ing Dresden the 
gardens, Terri explained to her their 
varying cultural needs and put her to 
work pruning in the Japanese garden . 

Terri enjoyed being mentor for a day 
and believes the program is an 
excellent educationa l experience that 
exposes young women to the reali
ties and challenges of having a career 
and, in Terri's case, also a family. She 
reported that Dresden gained an 
appreciation for hard work and, for 
the first time, realized the amoun t of 
specialized work that goes into the 
maintenance of her own back yard. 
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SEVERAL LOTVSIAND STAFF attended the 
annual conference of the American 
Association of Botanic Gardens & Ar
boreta hosted by Missouri Botanical 
Garden in St. Louis May 29-June 1. 
The theme of this year's conference 
was "Growing with Change. 11 Work
shops, lectures, and meetings of the 
four-day conference provide ongoing ) 
education to staff and allow them to 
network with others in the same fields 
at botanic gardens across the country 
and in Canada and Latin America. By 
sharing resources and information, 
gardens are able to improve their 
operations and increase their effi
ciency in maintaining their collections 
and offering educational programs 
to visitors. 

ll1e Gariria WalsRa 
Lotuslarid R::>uridatio11 
Statemerit or Purpose 

THE PURPOSE of Ganna Walska 
Lotusland is to preserve and en
hance the spectacular collections 
of rare and exotic plants on the 
Montec ito estate of the late 
Madame Ganna Walska, and 
through interpretation of these ) 
collections to foster increased 
knowledge and appreciation of 
the importance of plants and the 
need for their conservation. 
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Volunteers in the Garden 
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Candice Buergey, Garden Maintenance 
Leyla Cabugos, Garden Maintenance 
Jolene Delisa, Garden Shop 
Keyko Hall, Special Projects 
Jennifer Jimmerson, Library 
Cheri£ Khoury, Archives 
Paulette Miller, Special Projects 
Ted Ross, Archives 
Lucke Thorensen, Crafi Guild 
Robert Wolff, Garden Maintenance 
Joyce Ziman, Archives 

\'r'lll 11~1<'rr Apprcc i<llion June 17 

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE recognized for 
their hard work, dedication, and 
special talents at the first annual 
Volunteer Recognition Picnic, which 
will be held in the outdoor theatre. 
All active volunteers will be invited. 

(J vo1untcc1 Opp< ,rlunilit''.) in 11,r 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE to give of your 
time and help the garden to maintain 
its Garden Shop or create saleable 
crafts to sell in the shop, please 
contact Jane t Eastman, Volunteer 
Coordinator, at (805) 969-3767 . 

Cold Spring School students sketching in the 
Japanese garden. 

~ lrclit1 c O\'CT<I! ir ror 
Lolu~letn<1 Doc cnl 

LOTUSLAND VOLUNTEER 

docent and local cycad 
expert Jeff Chemnick 
was interviewed at 
Lotusland in May for 
a television broadcast 
on KEYT News . Jeff is 
the owner of a specialty 
nursery where he prop 
agates and sells these 
rare and endange red 
plants to local garden
ers and landscapers. He 
is currently involved in 
an intensive pollination 
program to provide via
ble seed at Lotusland 
and has given educa - ~ 
tional slide programs to ~ 

docents in training. Jeff _ ic...,,"---'.....,.""'""'""""'"' ~ 
consul ts with grounds Cycad expert Jeff Chem nick points to the cone of a 
staff on propagation Encephalartos lehmannii in lotusland's cycad collection. 
techniques and trades 
plants with Lotusland. A man of many 
talents and interests, Jeff spends 
several months each year traveling 
the globe in search of as yet un
discovered cycads . His most recent 
trips were to Ecuador and Mexico, 

where he found a new species of 
Ceratozamia, which he hopes to 
describe later this year. 

Those interested in visiting Jeff's 
nursery and garden can reach him at 
(805) 965-0895. 

Cold Spring School Art Class 
at Lotusland 

SIXTH-GRADE STUDENTS FROM Barbara 
Frambola's class at Cold Spring 
School came to Lotusland on May 
14 to sketch in the garden. Though 
the 28 students were eager to explore 
all of Lotusland's gardens, they nar
rowed in on the Japanese, aloe, and 
water gardens. There, the children 
spread out alongs ide the paths where 
some drew close-ups of plants while 
others took in the larger landscape . 

The well-behaved students were 

curious about the plants and recog
nized many they already knew, such 
as cactus and papyrus . A lucky few 
got to feed koi in one of the ponds . 

Art teacher Ann De Bruyn Kops, 
paren ts, and teacher's aides accom
panied the group, who walked over 
from and back to the schoo l via the 
Sycamore Canyon Gate . Lotusland is 
pleased to open up the garden and 
make it available for such a good 
neighbor as Cold Spring School. 
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Friends of Lotusland 
We Welcome New Memlx rs Who Joined i11 Februan-1, March, April 1996 

I \'I I I 
McNamee Family 
Norma Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Beckert 
Judy Benjamin & Sheffie Elul 
Marie Biller 
Charles .Breuch 
Gregory Brochu 
Mr. & Mrs . Clifford Brokaw 
William & Mary Cederberg 
Jim & Carey Cimino 
Fred & Linda Clough 
Joan F. Cohen 
Denise Cano Coleman 
Gloria Couacaud 
Mary De Vaney 
Ray & Helen Down 
Karin M. Faber 
Robert & Kay Faguet 
Michelle J. Farrelly 
Ellen Fenger 
Kendra & Andrew Feshbach 
Mr. & Mrs. G.W. Foerschler 
De Foresta 
Monica & Jeff Fried 
Mrs. R.T.M. Frost 
Helen Gare 
Shelby Glick 
Carol A. Gordon 
Anna Maria Green 
Leslie Haight 
Sharon & Rodney Hill 
Patti Jacquemain & Dave Gledhill 
Jane Kern 
Kim Koepp 
Wendie Kruthers & Mary Barter 
Peter F. La Rosa 
Mrs. John Laing 

Nancy LeBorgne 
Teri & Ken Lebow 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Levine 
Nicholas & Erin Maensky 
Cassandra Meagher 
Mael & Sophia Melvin 
Pattie Metzler 
Mr. & Mrs. A.H. Meyer 
Harvey Luskin Molotch & Glenn Wharton 
Mrs. Ruth Ann Montgomery 
Susan Montpas 
Joan & Bill Murdoch 
Michelle Murphy 
Linda Murray & Rod Nash 
David Phoenix & Serena Carroll 
Anne Pidgeon 
Steven L. Pliha 
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Polos 
Mr. & Mrs . Albert Rosenstein 
Kathy & Ted Ross 
Lisa G. Ryavec 
Scott Schaffer 
Linda Schnier 
Marcia Schoettle 
Carol Shaw-Sutton 
Charles & Yolanda Shemely 
Dr. & Mrs. Morris F. Skinner 
Kathleen E. Slowey 
Mr. & Mrs. William Smith, llI 
Laura Stearns 
Deborah Stouffer 
Mary Anne Stroud 
Maxine & Michael Swartz 
Marianne Tipton 
Mr. & Mrs. Luis Tirador 
Mary M. Tosti 
Nancy Wall & Dan Perri 
Shirley Waxman 
Judy Winkel 

William & Barbara Wood 
Grant & Catherine Young 

I ·\ 

David & Gerald ine August 
Melissa & Andrew Bermant 
Lisa E. Bittan 
John & Patricia Broome 
Christen Brown 
Dr. Robert Bryant 
Marjorie Cannell 
Stephen & Janet Carlson 
Mrs. Philip Cook 
Christine Driggers 
Jan Dybdal 
Jesta Erichsen & Fem Lea Petters 
Jayne Harasty 
Ronald & Shirley Heck 
Alicia Jacobsen 
Diana Katsenes 
Virginia & John McCutcheon 
Sharon McOueen 
Sylvia & Mohan Narula 
Victoria Nobles & Donald Stephens 
Sippin G. Pappas 
Pete Shamlian 
Mrs. Jacqueline Smalley 
Byron & Nancy Wood 
Wendy Yager 

Dr. & Mrs . John Michael Criley 
Mrs. George Russell 
Bill & Barbara Woods 

11 d I \ 
Thomas & Nancy Crawford, Jr. 

Lotusland GratefullLJ AcRnowledges Donations 

' I I I \l>P,~l ( l\flOl I 
Danyel benShea 
Doris Fienga 
Sherry Gilson 
Delysia & Christian Gronbeck 
JoAnn Lewis 
Maureen Murphy 
Craig Palonen 
Virginia & Robert Puddicombe 
Veloyce Schmidt 
A.J. Stevenson 
Mary Thieme 
William T. White 

\I \uuill" ' ,11 ,PPlll ( I \110f I 
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Mattison & Gillian Mines 
In appreciation of Corey Welles 

FebruarLJ, March, April 1996 

Stephen C. & Nellie Anne Taylor 
Elaine & Harry Iddings, Jr. 
Barry W. Starke, Earth Design Associates 
Dr. James M. Hester 

I 'I ,, I ' ( 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Zukas 
In memory of Marie D. Jeffrey 

,I ,I 
Virginia Gardner 
Maureen Murphy 
Hania Tallmadge 

' J ,1 ,' ' I J ', 

Montecito Covenant Church 
Linda Granat 
John Iwerks 

Darla Moore 
Michael T owbes 
Parents of Martha Wilkins 

) I.' \ I I ) ) ( I J I 

The Lilybelle Foundation 

\ ,1 I 'I 
Adele & Vern Wojciechowski 

I \, I \ I I ') " 
Helen & Norman Hillemann 

I) I 11 ' 'I ll!MIOI 
Jamie & Marcia Constance 

' \ I \ I I \ ) I 

Garden Club of Santa Barbara 

) 



Visit Casa del Herrero n Saturdal), August 17, 1996 e 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
(Note earlLJ start times to allow for travel to the Casa from Lotusland.) 

LOTUSlAND lNVITES MEMBERS to sign 
up for a visit this August to the 
newly opened Casa de/ Herrero in 
Montecito. Located on East Valley 
Road, the estate has been preserved 
as a living museum for the display of 
Spanish Colonial Revival architec
ture, Moorish style gardens, and 
antique furnishings. It is rare in its 

Looking through a horticultural arch into a 
bn·ck patio with Spanish tile fountain just 
outside a room of Casa del Herrero. 

complete preservation of the original 
buildings and their contents, which 
provide visitors a glimpse of gothic 
and renaissance art and furniture as it 
was collected earlier in this century by 
Mr. and Mrs . George Fox Steedman . 
The home, designed by local architect 
George Washington Smith, survived 
the 1925 earthquake and is today 
listed on the National Register of His
toric Places. Complementary gardens 
were designed by landscape architect 
Ralph Stevens and horticulturist Peter 
Reidel as a series of outdoor "rooms" 
typical of Spanish and Moorish gar
den design and providing ocean and 
mountain views from the estate. A 
unique feature is Steedman's silver
smith workshop-whence the name 
of the estate, "House of the Iron 
worker or Silversmith"-which has 
been meticulously preserved . 

Like Lotusland, Casa de/ Herrero is 
a former great estate preserved for 
posterity by the generous planning of 
its owners . It is owned and operated 
by the non-profit Casa del Herrero 
Foundation, which makes the estate 
available to a limited number of visi
tors by advance reservation only. 

Those participating in the visit - --------- -

will meet at the Lotusland Visitor 
Center at 9:30 a.m. for the morning 
tour and 1 :00 p.m. for the afternoon 
tour and then carpool over to the 
Casa. Trained docents will lead tours 
of the house and grounds lasting 
approximately 1½ hours . Refresh
ments will be served upon return 
to Lotusland. 

A Dragon tree (Dracaena draco) fl.ares up 
behind a Spanish tile bench in the gardens 
of Casa del Herrero. - - ., 
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Registration Form 
OANNA WALSKA LOTUSLAND 
Casa del Herrero Tour 

PAYMENT METHOD: D Check enclosed D VISA D MasterCard 

Expiration date ___ Card number ___ _______ _ 

Member name ___ _____ ___________ _ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

u. 
I 
L 

5aturdaLJ, August 17, 1996 
Check one : D 9:30 a.m . 

Cost: 

D 1:00p.m. 

$10 per person, includes 
admission to the Casa 

Number attending 

Total enclosed $ _____ _ 

Address ____ ______ __________ _ 

______ _____ ____ Phone _____ _ 

Signature __ _____ ______ __ _ ____ _ 

FOR MEMBERS ONLY 

Fee is refundable only 1f canceled by Friday, August 9, 1996. 

Mail to: Ganna Walska Lotusland, Attn: Member Events, 695 Ashley Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

- - - - - - .J 



Cla1 \r\el Walsku 
Lotusland lbundation 

695 Ashley Road 
Montecito, CA 93108 

Address Correction Requested 
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HJSTORYIHORTICULTURE amrinued from page 2 

dom iciles with extensive gardens, 
employing the finest structure and 
landscape architects to create unique 
gardens . Visiting digni taries and 
politicians made visits to these 
estates, one was featured in an issue 
of House & Carden, most were in
cluded in the April 1926 whirlwind 
visit by the Garden Club of America, 
and many were documented by their 
owners in photographs and books 
for visitors. 

Though very few of Montecito's 
formerly great estates and their gar
dens survive intact and are accessible 
to the general public, today the for
mer Cuesta Linda house and gardens, 

now known as Lotus/and, have been 
enhanced and preserved as a pub lic 
botanic garden by the late Madame 
Ganna Walska and are now owned 
and operated by the foundation she 
created. Another estate now open for 
viewing is the former George F. 
Steedman estate Casa de/ Herrero. A 
detailed history of these estates can 
be found in David F. Myrick's two 
volumes on the subject: /Vlontecito and 
Santa Barbara: From Farms to Estates 
and Montecito and Santa Barbara: The 
Days of the Great Estates. 

-Janet M. Eastman 

Lotus/and members have an opponunity to visit 
Casa def Herrero on Saturday, August 1lt 
\'()hen Lotus/and will sponsor a field trip to rl,e 
estate. See page '11 for details. 

The newly built Gavit Estate, Cuesta Linda, 1920. 
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CALENDAR Of EVENTS 

Summer and fall are fii!I of aet1viries for 
Lotus/and members. Look for details 
about upcoming events in this and 
subsequent newsletters. Separare invi
tations to some events ,x,il/ be mailed to 
all Friends. Questions about an evem? 
Call Anne Dewey ac (805) 969-3767 
extension .225 for information. 

Junel2 
Nordstrom Fashion Show Kick-off 
for Lotusland Celebrates 

Julq IJ ond 1-4 
Art in Full Bloom at SBMA; Locus
land arrangement in Asian Gallery 

JUILJ 21 
Lotusland Celebrates : The Mamage 
of Figaro annual gala fundraiser 

August J 
Water Garden Tour co-sponsored 
by SBBG (see page 6) 

August 17 
Member field trip to Casa def 
Herrero (see page 11) 

September 2<5 
Anacapa String Quartet in the 
Theatre Garden 

October ond November 
Biodiversity Exhibit ac the 
Sustainable Landscape Fair and 
at Montecito Beautificaoon Day 

November 16 
Book Signing by author Sharon 
Crawford, Gauna \'(la/sk.a Lows/and: 
rite Garden and Its Crea/ors (see 
page 6) 
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